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on introciudng the folio wing 
fheets to the public ; and as 
long prefaces 'are 'in general 
of little eflimation amongfl 
the readers of books of en* 
teitainmenty I will tripfpa^ as 
little nport their p&ticnce as 
pofHble. 

To excite vixtue, .-^ieprds 
vice, and ridicule fpllyy 'is 
as much the bufineffe of the 
Novelift, as it is the defign of 
the Drama; and thotrgh the 
former cannot, like the dri- 

' matic 



i^ 
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mati^-writer, reprefoit, . his 
fcenes to the Ssnfesyjttit jis. 
in his power to let his charac- 
ters in fucha%ht, as toitrike. 
the Minds of hi&.rea(lers,iia- 
ar very ^rcil^ manoery witli. 
the vii:tues he would have 
,them imitate, or the errors he 
would.wifli j^bj^lto aifiaj^.T- 
But oiVi |>!tefeijtj npyel^wn^rf 
fettn ' ^. h^l5ft-lujl^,€JLfe; in. 

readers;; or,, if they have any. 
dcfigo to inftru<a them, they 
giid die pill fo very thick^ that 

A 4 all 



qleig7, :1^ invadmg itheMtcfi 
pix)vmce of religi<»3<. ; ■ 

But not to detain my rea- 
ders any longer, :.nor iawaken 
tiidr entertainment hj landcu 
. patingtiiisb' expe^^Kaiisj n6^ 
j$£st ^em .to) tihse jperfotmafiee 
k&lf^..tf ? theyiibo^ not; be 
; ^judicpd ^gaAnfl: it^^ deem- 
ing what-itfeeyTa^AereiKad 

' T .. " 
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^A ^^^^ ^°^^' whoie^yirierabie 
^'j^V 'rents confeft ^life ofmifi,- ■ 

nefs,' and a Vength Qr)rears, 
long had liung foje tenant oF" a 
Wardrobe ;• till a. gay "wtrite! coat 
with care was uQiercd in, and laid 
it decent length : when 16 ! witt 
mortal voice, and founds artTciilatej 
Sable, was thus heard to addrefs'tiis 
ftnaiger : "' Thy prefence, ■ iparki 
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warns me of my apfu-oadung di0b« 
ludon ; but when I caft a retrofpeft 
over my fofnier Hie, and behold thy ^ 
native purity and unblemifhed form, 
I cannot but pitjr" the many and va- 
rious- misfortunes ^u - art, . in; all 

-.■-'.■' 

probability heir to.*' — To whom. 
White, " And- when I behold thy 
queer ihape and ruitic afpej^/Ican-^ 
not -but return thy pit^, and t)ffisr 
up. my prayers againft longevity*" — 
Sable replied, " Boy, know i that 
the depredations of time, and tbc 
unfeemly appearance of Jnduftry, 
are not proper fubjedls of ridicule : , 
were it poflible thou couldft forefce 
the .train of misfortunes, which in 
the courfe of thy exiftence, and re- 
volutions of thy fortune, thou will 
be fubjed' tp, that gay and happy 
i nfiien 
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mien would beichanged: tp a .^oomy^' 
andntebtndKdy ^>e3t'' HejrcjWiNife 
bowed. fhuini}ity» f idtaved? ihe. .iages: 
p^rdoQ^ and ibpplicated bis advice>in: 

the^^onduApf:,^!^^' Sableyfind-- 
»»©!*<£&..«)« ofii»wncrj5,,^d pka-. 
^ ijfuidbthc.def^ paid tahiskn^ 
portance^ thu8 anfwerpd, *VTo give 
advipcris^eafy^ but^ta profit by it is 
d^^ciilt. y I wi^ therf^fore. (if ihmi' 

4ifse. the viciiStudesfpf; my fortune^' 
from my firft formation to thi& ^ii^ej. 
fo that thou raayft profit by my mis- 
fortunes, apd^ l^ar^i ;tp ;beaf; t% Jot, 
(jyhate're itjfl»ay be} wifb^ patjpn.c& 
a^d, r^fignatioai j and believe m? thou 
wilt have pccaiipn for philofpphy.*' 
White politely expreiTirtg. -lirts [.4fifir<* 
to be^ infpiined of fhe fage*8'Jife,.he 

thus 



•".f. ♦ .>»ti*4«»%i 



thtt« proceeded :<^^JWiich;Xxx3f] 
plate the rdeiicM^'I^ite 
add ^meditate oil^thd nflb-fidiebes^l 
havt 4>een oUiged' Cti^Tountenance ift 
thole wkde fole hwht'ana i*e^tad- 

die indignity. Jfepe BiaMc Avaiy feear<$ 
to ^gh moft pifedafly^'^ilnd' Whkey 

'ds Aowgbt, Itl'iigKe^iih -his 'iSfcd^v 

» • '*f .•»■■, 

Aftef^a-pAdfe 6f-ftymfe'niirmt«i4-Sa^ 

Me* thos opened the ' relatiori' 'if hik 

adventures/^ •• •• ••*- ^ *- 

I • • . 1 ■■•'»•■• ■ . • • . .' 

^Tfee' death <£}i !ate*Prtneeft *w^ 
thfe- ©rft! (tf my ibrnitftiofc, at whioh 
time I Ur&s <:dlied to ^is il^te^a^' a 
fyitilxd^of K>rfow, (lofmed bi^'R-^-'s 
Ml&il hiaDd) /or die life {xTia^Oom^ 
tadner of (llfiinguiihed ^ti«!i< With 

him, 
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him, 'm ilse ifettate^idttfi;; ha<^ Ifedi 
the bed head8**vif the wdrfb heart?,' 
, and ^lacious eloquence filence truth, 
tvb«h 4tR»t^ in fim^Ucitj^ of Ian- 
gttJ(|;ei1Sutb«!ini^atUfaIljr^of'aVi!ai* 
flledii^itfoh, this life of id!enefi, fof 
It'-wa^ 'feiaifta 1 appe^ed iri' ppBic; 

. grew irkfbnAii tb tiie] antf I f kngultii^ 
4^ to feis iJie wftrtd; '1% wilhes' 

. vmeiA ItngtH ^tiiibd'- thfclltnitdd 
i5tfte' of Motif jfirig ^fe^h^gf ' bxpfredrt 
was difpofed x^tbiYa^^ottf ite '(itito<^ii" 

ttCi who Iboii after, for a fmall con- 
fideration, configned me over to Mr. 
^^^^ — , a tnef 6haht in IVf ohrnoudi- 

* 

Streets ' 
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Here property I may &y I began 

' ■ ■ ■ » 

to eXiftj ifty heart dilated with joy 
at the proipea of feeing life, arid' 
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aviating with the various c 
tpr^ that yifit this pla^C: 



; ) , . . 



.. I was foon introduced by my new 
owtier. to ,the clafs of occafymal gen-- 

tiemen^ each of whonx I had the 

• ~- .. • 

mortification to fee frequently de- 
part from Qur prifoa qi duft and 
moths, .9nd enjoy liberty and frelh. 
air f many obje^ng to me on ac-^ 
count of my fize, which, was thea 
far above the coounon^, though; now,, 
as you may fee, below it, liaving 
lately been curtailed by the degrad- 
ing fciffars of a. botcher, and re- 
fufed by more from my colour. 
At length an Irifh footman, after 
being difappointed by the whole 
clafs of BeauSf who wera,not equal 
tp his Herculean, breadth of fhoul- 

^ - dcrs,. 
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dei^, . deteinnined to ' a}]f)car ' in a 
charaifter of gra^ty/and&ll&ed fbcth 
with mc on his fiack* ' -'- ^ ^ 

Various were my conjeftures wfiere 
thi?* enterprizintg; ^oius was carty- 
i0g M^ J not i WAS l;quite \ frj^cj from^ 
fear of roteiyihg ftripes; irom /die! 
terocrity:-o£.inyi.acb^cnturcr:i f eo- X 
concludedrit was not an, expedition 
i^uared, by: the ru^es 'olr right, lal- 
twgctbCT" J cipgciallf .f^ toafiy , of 
our 'community frequently brought 
home' with them 'marks of varioUs 
difafters, ibmetimes beingddragged 
through a horft-pbnd, at other times 
rolled in a( kennel, 'befides number- 
lefs cankigs and kickings^' aiad were 
geoertdly.&fterwards. delivered over 
to /the . inhwijujity of a fqowercr^ 



who impasred tis^inorc, xnth.the 
▼aoBiy^of bnxih^ .he ; tormented us;: 
with^ than a whole ijtear of icr^ 



vice. 

k ■ ■ . . r 

* 'But Z' wa8 '{ixffftittAy and aoti i' 

U«te pleafed,: "when-'I found:: ^thi^ 

bold fpark knock at thedoor of one 

of liic ^ nianag^r^ ^ of the theatres ^ 

the dioor being opened^ this worth}^ 

mttttber of <he^ftf-coli$tinJd foc|^ 

ety, ^wasintroddi^ed M.die nrnidggr^ 

ftnd my' feats of a drabbing^ fiibfidcd^ 

. The xcremony of faliitattbn being* 

ended; '^nty cdndu£boF- wits defired 

toopfen^hisbofinefej- which Hi^ did^. 

with a genoineiMunfter accent; ire 

die foHowing wordsj ^as near as! 

can remember ;'—— *^ Sif^firtding 

royfelf capaciMed t<i i^jpear upon 

the 
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«i^ othec qttamkttions^ : I am. came 

U^o&ri'f out tiffi)r^Mfiul is£ Jofiyoiii 
nianoger. .cacpot&di kk-thaoks; for' 

t60s ibcTiiiioiight' .jftcv wife l^^noft 
c^ai^e rto . jf^dEfibtm. . V. Look ;]kM» 

not my way:toi:tidde fLcm/M^ fdr 
^^n^'ime^amii^" ^ Tlje manager xd- 
ittKtnftraited that it was iippodffibk^tb 
•^E^Bfin^ a^'faUary tefi)9 hci.w2fs.zc^ 



I thSiik Taihofiotyir/ffvorto liim in 
aii)r4faitigi ifcUdljle^asj^ii-a^UolA, 



1 oo6<l. a year ) :therefiire I would 
:notaik.more for the firftyear/'-r-r-rr 
^vooo^ ft year, (r^ed tjbeihana'^ 
ger) may not be feqaal tos your me- 
rit y 'Mri*^-^^ iia fi&vouritc^of the 
town» : atidxiUitisibne xeaibn of JbSs 
being paid: £y mucfal -mj4- i<^ B^ tbe 
alinigfat^ hea veils bfljexclflimed ;tbe 
Mimfter herb/ I (hall foe as great a 
fiivourite. laa. lie,.. with ^aU^ladla 
f«i%xforiI aiitab irc31 propfiitipfk^d 
i'man^asrJi&'SSi :ai^.I.dcm'ticarc.a 
fig for ibim/'f--^Upoa my wo^di 5ijr> 
£iya tbemanagifr, I B^licwyim wou'd 
heafc ftam \ bat/ Sir^ J: hebeKC i^oi^ 
have: made a:JhUll laCuAajcf^ 
hoiir if^repUiod.tfae Hib^iniianrgenir 
u& y^«^Why Sir» yoiTihsCye q[a6^«{i 
tberifabi»fe, Mrt.Brp^ghti^ff l|^f;s in 
.tbe:Hay^m^Ju!t»: Mrh«;^ i£ryfl|i jw^l 
i-o V give 
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:5gtvc yaurfelf the trouble to call up- 
^n^bin^yoti i^ay peihaps meet with 
-enco^mgeniieiit on his - amphithea^ 
tre, — '^ Why you little Oraiiure^ re- 
plied Xiiague^ I hai^;a greats mind t6 
t^p rAitisfadioh hipon^ your' imtfll 
bones.f-But here ^ manager: pru^ 
dendy made- his exity' and left thc^ 
enraged footman Jo his folilpquy^ 
who, .after, venting many eiXQrati- 

on^ and rthrei^tnitfgs^ i lelt tbekbui(€4 
and fiaEai;ched vfi^ me ;i^, ; my t>ld 
habitation, where being arrived, he 
fallenly difrobed himfelf, and with 
a curfe threw me on the floor, then 
put on his acp^ftomejl garb^adorned 
with the infignia of his ppofeilioib 
and ifTued forth with ha^ftiides^ 
to attenjd the humble duties of his 
ftation. . , . , :;• , , , • ; : fv^^, ; ;... 



^ • '^ •^,~ir^i^'" '.'7"y- ^ £ 



\T-.u:ir 



'¥hii:'r I iar. X jonirkir xacn?c ^itt 
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«P«^ and ddc imprLcrciezt ; 
I^vImIi to 2 oo2t cf fbd: a rc!it3c 
ffui^'7% F^wasdms, was \rc:ft than 
*<«l diflblution^ or the tcrmcating 

needle 
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needle of abotetiei', thlaif^hith'rf<j- 
thing was half id'^feladflll-ta^rae) 
thrice a week^ indeed a. general re- 
view was made of bur cblnpany, 

and every one x:leanfed' with cane 

. J . ^ . . ... - ■ . J 1. 

and bruih from moths and' duft. 
But now a. young, gentlemaa of a 
moil' graceful appearance, ordered 
me to be tried upon him. I was 
fearful of. being^fopiething. top large, 
but the de£ire I had to accompany 
this agreeable youth, made -me cpn«- 
tradl every thread- to cla;^4iim ;. and 
IfO'far fucceeded, that be feemed 
equally pjeafed with me as I' with 
him. In fhort, we^ foon. left the 
neighbourhood of- St.- Giles's,- and 
with'genteel department he conduct- 
ed me towards the court-end of the 
town, each, if I may be allowed to 

B ^^ 
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fay fo much in my own praife, lend- 
ing grace to the other. - 

.... I 

Being arrived near St. James's (af- 
ter traverfing the park once or twice, 
during which I could difcover great 
anxiety of mind in my cohdudor j 
and feel "his heart throb with great 
force) he 'ftopt at a hoiife that be- 
fpoke the owner to be a manbf dif- 
tirf^lion, arid heing entered 'the hall, 
he'ericjuifed if hiis lordfhipi was to be 
fpbke v^ith ) beihg anfwered in the 
affirmative,4ie was immediately wait- 
ed upon lip flairs, and introduced in- 

i 

to a fpacious room, which was al- 
moft filled with gentlemen who were 
waiting for his lordfliip: from the 
time of his entering the houfe I found 
his heart beat with ftronger emoti- 

ons. 
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ons, frofti whence I toriclttded" = he 
wais liear fome kiripdrtant^penodV'l 
foon diictovered diCi w<z^- i^tiio \*ss 
a miriifter iti a certain 4€pzrtinent^ 
and diat diis was his 'Idrdfhip's le 
vee;^— It wai a€lif-'-aii'hour.beK»e 
his lordihi^' ' appeared | duritt^ • this ' 
thne, "I employed Inyfcif ih art rti- 
deavour to difco^er,* - firom-ithe phy- * 
fiogriomy of the pejfbhs prefent, the 
the' various ^peSatiofis thaf^taii^t 
bie traced iii each coiintdnancc! f 
doubt of fuccefs feemed to be pre- 
dominant in the aflemblyi and fo 
much was eVfcry cJfie engaged ni- 
a tacit '^onverfatioli betwixt hinl- 
felfJ arid his lordihip,- that for th^ ; 
greatcft part of the time a total fi- 
lepGc prevailed. At length the* 
doftrs' flevir open, and the minifter*s ^ 
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quifites for fuch ^ ftation> Sir I fay« 
the pccr-rMy lord,. urged my conei-', 

paniprv permit f^? *^ f^y?, ^!^ ^ '^^^r 
more than a twelvemonth fince youc 
lordfhip pointed out to me the ue-. 
ceflary qualifi,c^tions, . and pcrnpit 
me alfo to- add, my lord^ tKat :j 

• « I 

have diflipated nty.fmaU fortunp, ifl, 
attaining thofe qualifications,, and 
rendering niyfelf equal tq die fer'!' 
vice, fo th^t Jt; might ..not jdiTgraqa 
your lordfliipV choicei— I aojfc forry,, 
returned His lord(hip^ that it is not in 
rtiy. power to fcrve you, for all the. 
employments hjive been diipofcd of 
fome time ago.~I^ hope your lord* 
fhip, replied the aftonifhed youth^ 
will ferye me fome other way, as a 
recompence for my lofs of time, and 
the injury my fortune has fuflfered, . 

■ .: ^ by 
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by your lordihip's unhappily forget- 
ting tAe.—^I don't jemembef, fays, 
the abfent peer, that I recommended 
you to lay out your money in any 
thing about this afFair -, but if I did, 
I fuppofe I then intended to appoint 
you, but it is now too late Sir^ and I 
wouM advife you to think of fome- 
thing dfe. ■■ ■■- I fhould prefume, ^ 
fays the unfortunate youth, on your 
lordfliip's knowledge that it has coft 
me upWardisof 200 1. in qualifying" 
myfelf, agreeable to your lordfliip's 
order, your' lordihip, out of huma- 
nity, wou'd favour me widi fome* 
thing that might retrieve my ftiat- 
tered fortune— — What you under- 
ft and the Spanifh language. Sir? 
fays his lordfliip. — Perfeftly, replied, 

tfie alarmed youth. Why then, re- 

B 4. \.>^xv^ 
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template on the many young peo- 
ple who quit a life of induftry^and 
competence, and purfvte the phan- 
tom of hope, through the various 
mazes of mifery fhe wantonly lead^ 
them \ ftimulate4at firft perhaps- by 
choice, but at, length are forced to 
perfevere through neceffity , and hoiv 
oft does fhe lead, thefe unhappy men 
to total deftrudlion 3 feating herfelf 
in the mid ocean and beckoning ta 
her followers, who feldom have the 
power to fee the diftancefhe is from 
the fliore, or perceive the wbirlpotols 
that intervene, but keeping their eye 
fixed upon her,'; plunge in and are 
loft! But, continued the fage, I fear 
I am rather troublefome, than en-* 
tertaining to you. I beg returned the^ 
gay ipark, you will make no apolow 
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gy,. for I am very far from thinking, 
your obfer?ations will be the leaft 
entertaining part of your narration. 

Sable replied, young gentleman, 

I believe you fpeak ingemioufly, and 
am pleafed I have an opportunity^,, 
before I leave this mifefable ftate, 
of communicating any thing that 
may hereafter be of fervice to one 
who appears fo- defetving of it.— 
White politely thanked him for the 
compliment, and Sable thus pro- 
ceeded in the relation of his adven- 
tures.* 
. . + . . ■ ■ 

Et. wasr i\ot long ere I was again?., 
fummoncd to the dutiesof my ftation, 
by a t2\\ genteelijh kind of a perfoji, 
who ordered me toibc tryed upon him, 
and I was engaged by him for the : 



36 72>^ Adventures ^^ 

day. Notwithftan^ing I thought 
myfislf a tolerable good ph3^ognQ»- 
mift, yet the appearance and dcport- 
n^ieBt pf this ftr^nger cauied my 
fancy (ih^t weathercock oC judg* 
ment) to vary fo often, ihat it waa 
impoffibje for |i>e to £i7c any cdte-' 
ripn : he had much the air of a gcn«t 
tleman^ but his gen&lity ieemed a 
kiad of a habit, that he had ac*^ 
quired iince he came to year^ of ma«^ 
tvifity, and appeared to be only fu- 
perfigia), from the efie^fc of clofe 
obfervation, rather than the air and 
grace which naturally refults from 
the (jvannera being property culti- 
vated and Gorreded in youth.--* 
Infhovji, he was altogether a^contrar 
didion, and intirely. conquerjed vay 
fagacity, whi^h ffie^y^ added to. 

the 
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the natural defire I had of proving 
the adventure. 

It was in the morning that my 
unknown condudtor took me dsrough 
the bufy ftceets: iBta tiie city, and 
entering a ooSee-^houfe^ near the 
Exchange, almofl filled with com- 
pany, he fpent fbme time be£3re he 
could refblve where to feat hinrfelf; 
at length he determined on a place^ 
which, to me, appeared the mok in-^ 
convenient one ia; the room, it be^ 
ing in a box that was already abuofl 
&1I] ; here be breakfaiibed and read 
the papers, but feemcadr more intent 
upon remarking the company, tbaa 
cdx the ncwa of the day. We flay- 
ed here afacjHt: an^ hotsr, .idieh m)? 
tondiiSor FGKie up^ aoai^taking a'^n-^ 
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tlemah's hat inftead of his owni 
was leaving the room.. As ibon as. 
the owoer obferved the miflake, oa 
acquainting him with, it, lie afked 
the gentieraan pardon, and at the: 
fame time informed him^ that he 
was fo extremely ncar-fightedf th^t: 
without the help of his glafe, (which; 
he had unfortunately left at home) 
he was continually miilaking;. the. 
gentleman: begged he would make, 
no apology, a& every man waslia* 
ble: to miftake ; ihortly after het 
took an opportuni^ to go away with--: 
out paying for his breakfail:, which: 
made me conclude he had likewifer 
unfortunately left: his memory -at 
home. This: caufed me to refleA 
that I was very indifferently fituated 
m being obligecb (o accompany a 

> -man 
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man that went iato company wit^ 
out. eithei: eyes or ni.emory> and I 
muft own 1 began not to half like 
thq,prpfpE(3: oi , tiiis . adventure.—r— 
Soon after leaving this: ; cofFee-room, 
he went into anot/her, . where , fcat- 
ing ; himfelf as ..before, (ihe . drank 
a difh of chocolate^ and on his leaving 
the place, his cyefigbt again, failed 
him^andhe miftoojc, another gentle- 
man's hdt for his pwnagain^ and 
went off; with it without interruption 
or paying for his chocolate ;; this iecond 

miftake alarmed me greatly^ fearing 
left thp Qwnei: of the hat (bould be 
inpurfuit gf a|^ who.pQ^T^t^ly might [ 

not ihew fo much regard for the in- 
fifmity ofniy cohdudtor's^jsthc other 
g^tlj^pian jhad^Sor nc>t entertain fo^ 
favourable an q)ioipn>, q£; his;^ vera*- . 



^ 'the Ai>rE*TURES of a 

ciff, ti^imf a^' thie djffefencfe 
itk >tfl&e.Of the) hat, Wasf greatly 
in ffllvdfo of dii? tseAt-^^mA ^ark,. 

wl»di.dtieumittfh£e I obfer ved iri the 
pi!CC«!drflg miftiike . Itkdlwtft ; but 
my fba» citKkfedf^'WB;^ fidtnifig iif^ 
to Corn-bill I heard hink cdll . §■ 
codch, and! fteppihg in, ordei'ed the' 
coachfrfatf tfo diive to £ov#nt-Gi^- 
deii, but i» Pteet>^r«ee hetifdefcfd 
hi«n x& fidp id Afiiddife Tbtnifrlt-'' 
Iflifiie, aiiid to ftt kim dovffi at a cer- 
tain : door the^e ^ on> the coach- flop- 
p^g ^ the pla<:e appdnted, he or- 
dered thi^ CiOiicliijIatt to ^aic^i afid 

oii hife lai;^er, but found he only 
vrent throi^h' a public office^ ^ivf^h 
o^ifed nMo two*^' different •^pliaices 
and wM^ufedr a&^ar droroiis^ifkre* 

. Having 
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Havitig paflod the other tdooc, he 
very iQiiUroly .v^alk'jd acr6f8ibe:coint> 
^nd lib dimo iFJeetrfftrecl, anrd Aomi 
&£n^ mutfaamt ftcqpping, ^ 'Oon* 
dttSed JZMS to the pia6ss$a''s, Xk)^ 

retat-tG^niiciu TKie ^}l^trao^dinary 
Hibfence of ihoisgiit in leawng tbe 

cotohman to ^ait for kimy whtn 

/• 

it appeared evident li^ ^ iiot in- 
leaiitoMturA to him, CFeaCed &me 
refle<3ifM|s in me dia« i£d not end 
greatly in fets feronr 5 nor did they 
kav9 me in great tranqufllity, for 
my m\xA run now «pon nothing but 
hor&ponds, duckings, ftnd klckings, 
which 1 had heard my ^ompahioos 
fpcakof fufFeririig, and which \ Knew 
I muft chiefly fuftain, fhould any in- 
fiance of his infirmities terminate 
unfarourable^r^ But to return^ bong 



*• imemteBt. — ' Having juft received 
^i-W^ddtideHt Upoiftitiy right h^nfl-« S 
t* -writes ihis^'te ydii, iitd prottiffes'te 
"^^tkfe k-fe yttiif lordfhip tritiM?^ 
i^H«*ing *Wrr6« this ht trtHiers 'the 
mafter of tlie tavern -to attend him; 
who bfiinjs; cothe, <our iparki iaft6r 
ifplittmg tftfecard^ knd'fecufiilg the 
wtitrhg t)y a vyafer, told him he 
fhould "be much oblijged to'Tiim ff He 

woald tike ttiki da^^ ' toiof^ -- a't 
— Vkdaon t iai^'ilanA6Va ■ aflurea 
him lie wobM,"' t\it' aclcfs, this cau- 
tions genius, delivie'r it 'to — the. 
aiitSHoneer, and ' h^ ^ill hUhd it 
to his Iprdfhip : ~-^ promJtea to 
obey his orders punftually ; the 
landlord heing gone, my compa- 
nioti, after recruilfin^ hia Tpirits with 
a glafs of wifte, imtfiediately de- 

cam^s^ 



cam{)s,, kayittg:; o^aton td) acquaint! 
lofiG^r^hft? *ojj14 rqwphtr bftfow hi*, 

, il^diat^ly: tgjqe^ and pofli^ ,Wmfeifr 
in argllfic^ vv#?re;'he' couW: "fee; his. 

rftwft ; /VQry; fberti was- hfei ftay? 1>P*' 
f(ftrp r he : few- bisi lo^ftripi jirtteadfed - 
hfi the lumUiord^ ftep iatohi^ichianot; 
, and: drtve^ to- tke* taTortii;. outrrbold'. 
yeutti^ wascasii gpodi a& hi&. .wi>tdi. 
and.' fbllbwed; Jbos ' Vasd^sip im-^ 
to ^ the room^ before he. was. well, 
feated, and told him thtt :die;.'earL 
of .-i. wae ^^Juft^dvoveJnto the next : 
^' ftreoty aadhs^ c»deredhim.txx>waitr. 

^' iipon.hk JoodihipLwith airapologjr 
** for leaving, the ^raom,. but that ho: 
" would'ibe withhiinixt^an'-jnftam;*' 
13iistexcu&>3d8li5irerodiwich al.good:. 
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grace by a feeming gentleman^ fatif* 
fied his lordlhip, and fearing hiirt- 
fclf, our he^ro took his leave of Wd 
lo'rdftiip, and .going to the bar, toMf 

— th^ landlord, that: he muft go- 16 

— the auctioneer, and teH; hfn*/ 

" that lord defired him to fend 

^* t&e watch he ^had htelypurcliafed' 
*Sby,him,..ashejuft wanted to fliew^^^ 
*^ ittotbcearlof " — ^'•-. Away goes 
the landlord and acquaints rthe aadli-* \ 
oneer with his lordihip's defirei; the^: 
audioneer' knowing the: landlord, . 
ahdfefiuigthe lord — go out with « 
himjuft before, mJade no hefitation^ , , 
hut delivers him the watch,.; who on * 
meeting my gentleman at the door, 
put it into his hand, and he flipping 
it 'into .his coat-pocket, again goes 
into his lordfbip, . ahd^ telJimg him. 

" the 



' * : 
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*;* the earl of * — begged his pati- 

V ence a. few minji^eS longer, as he 
^* had now juftfiniflbed the affair h|Bi 
*• was upon, aM hoped he would 

V ftay,i as he. had fonrrething to ac- 
^* quaint, him with that would .fur- 

*r prife hinaj very much' •. His lord^ 
(hip anfwered it was, very ; well j up- 
on which Our fliarper left his lord- 
fliip to wonder what it could be that 
would furprize hiiix fp much, and I. 
. make no doubt but in a fhort time 
be was greatly furpriz^, . 

The planning of this artifice con- 
tinned Sable,' gave me a JiigH* 
opinion bf our fharper's ingenuity, 
and the dexterity with which he 

conduced it, entirely removed all 

■»» . ■ . 

my fears . 6t any accident happen- 

'' ■ . •"■•.■■• 

mg 
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kig to us. After this fuccefeful ex- 
ploit,, he walked through a few 
iltisets and then' took- a* coach, or- 
dering the coachman to drive to a 
tavern near the Exchange in the 
cityi; .by this, method he eluded the 
vigilance.of a^put&ity which he im* 
agined.naufV fucceed his lordihip^s^ 
di&ovoing. the impofition^ and 
which no doubt - was in a very fhorc 
time after fenft fbrth. 

Being arrived at the tfevern he'or-'^ 
dered the. coachman totake his mo- 
ney at the bar, and was {hewn into a 
very handfome room; he immedi-^ 
ately ordered a genteel dinner con- 
fining of five difhes, and ordered 

two courfes, faying he. expefted a 

• • ■ ■ 

gentleman to dine with him, and 

ordered 



otdcfrid • if- any ont ' ewquired'- flir' 
Sir^^* .to iheWihiafiii^, IJtft'I^oalff^ 

coach :wia8i'itt£lng-b^>th«>'Teii^|^;:i 
heiDiidcwdciotteio^^ tIliP poniew*^ wfib^ 

had cbediy tet^king^tipcif'ih' th&'ctiaeR/ 
to-itherivcpycitawrm^hd^had^' ofdiifed^ 
tlitjcoachmaia^o d#ive^to/'\ritk\^6!:c 
orders foD.thei pdrtfer>t6^4*>t^iie' widhf* 
it:hyi5X)?clocki; thl^ cAd^Ws^Vlireeiif-' 
tedcilocthfe koightpWfiWfe namjcr-afld^ 
tilia htt>l had^now).^ affuiwft*/-— ffy' 
th6:5tini»'Jie/ itt^lnttd^^ dfniifef "Was* 
re^fiy^^ he a raflg-- and^ .ordeVed^^tKb' 
CQfdi rate tp-fpeil-thB<idiiln«si-lA^' 
wlKHP^ih w« Teadyiitoi/bririg^ik^^'fi^' 
%N5nt;heviwoBldi3irti} v^iitmiLthiia^^ 
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this ingenious gentleman had taken 

: out the watch and left the fhagreen 

box upon.the'fhelf over the lire-place, 

in full view of ' the . landlord, who 

^.might fuppofe it was the real watch. 

UporilookiBg at the chain, the fpark 

pr.etended it was not the fame he 

ha3 {hewn hirn .hefore, the land- 

' lord "tplcl hini it. was poffible he 

might miftake by ^candle-light, and 

QfTered to go and change it — but 

the fharpec faid he would &o him- 

. felf, a$ he liad fome fufpicion ithe 

quaker had • a mind to impofp upp;i 

him, and faykig the .watch he fup- 

pqfed . ,would bq f^e.uppn the (helf> 

J -^jwj t , .opt. ^ of t^e f . room^ and . the 

. landlord /huttjpg the door> told ]bim 

hfi would take care no. bodyjihoQld 

, come iSi^WS ^^^5 ^ftcpSercjPF 
^//i> .. J ' foccel$£ul 



BLACK eOAT. ^j 

•m am « 

fuccefsful fliarperHow benthiscourfb 
to Ghcapfi^ witK^afl :Q)eiJfl(,^ leaving^ 
the ' fhafgrecn box ' W ^i^ iffifc 'Viht- 
li^r hifr i^k<irti*fg, arttd the quakcr 
cfor his watchr^chain*/^^' ■- 



«• • m J A 



■ /J«^^.-. «^ ^- 



;i TJie luxiiriancy gf ihiyr higeniaus 
■€on4u(9:6r's inventioli ill the pns^rfefe 
of this.* iaidventtrre^ !;aftom{hed' me 
•gneatly, but Til forbear :to trouble 
3^ with txxy cieAbSticaiBitiowi ai^ 
haftea .with, bini^o the pr;^-hoafew^ 

' . ■ -» • • 'r* »;;♦••'• '* :. ' l»'■• 

bft^qiSPrfO'th^,^^ in Sridges-rftKefi 
.Qqvt5i)t.,Gard!;n,.Ai;»^ ^e^ctjada^jftoj^ 

ping'at;die do<»^.t^.x^acl?w?^p (ig^ 
Iceixded. to le^jbim^^^ut^-^Jl^t ^^^ 

C 4 enquire . 



'*■%•: 



^ Tke^xrfZKTVAES of M 
Xingjuire ji^. Jidc.. -.-rr-rr- ,was in -the 

felf out at the oth/er^sll^^of ^ uf:aach> 
which he efFeded with great privacy 
and ;aq^i^0D, 3KS»i iimmediately 
fyt'i^mff^rd: for <GQyeni'Ganden play-- 
hQufi^ ;tkkiog iiis amyiDp;£o w<<ftreet9 
pbrf^Iy ;avoa£iig, as I^opprehend*^^ 
fiqi,, U^ie j&encL itlf liiis ^ffODcrniiigx lad*- 

ed in his narrative, by the arrival 
crfi hIe>eVi*er, \yho^brotrghtin^ith 
Mrx^^^'^'de^^anrand hand- 
2&g^'%bidifr likfrtft6rdc\Vn^diitef- 
cd^Him te^hfe^ ^ifcw vampcr oF^dld 
C6mhibflifeSfV^vhb'aitt^ 
^di ^^at intention and fagacitjr, 
Muigm bead acchved he cbdid 



not give any thing for it, aading, " it 
had befetf fo much uled, it wo^l^ not 
hSid jtogethe^Tor a^firigle dav s wear^ 
and as for repairing it^ he faid it uras 
inipoffible frqnai the ^ottpnnef§ of it, 
nor could it be converted into 

fifted,of nothit^g . elfe buj^^patchQS,;^ 

<5d (>}m .to k^^.it^as ,a .^uripfiSri; 
ftyearjng,)js:nq(f€r f^ fugh t? t^iping, 

on<;e: n^of? t.confJufS^d to t^ ^fd^ 
rflbe, . a^d h^ng on thq pegrJbL? h^. 



r ..^ 



^fiiWffi9Re.4,^Jf??R' ; .. "- i >' 



:- V-L:r *.■ " : :.o 



oV?M? J (ha^f , , recovered, ,%9P\ : his ; 
fright) fo^ ^?^!l?*.r4 tp ujj^ thef?^ 
words,— -My loved companion, and 
adp^ed fon, indulge me a few mi- 

C 5 wsN.^^ 
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putes to .recovjer my breath — White 
with' .great tepderhefs, begged \ he 

■■■."£1 iJ.'\;')V.' J^" ; jijjJ'J i 'J;"«'!ir v^L .» .-'I .-^.L* 

would piake po apology, for thouga 
ne wgis e;cceeaing apxious to Know 
what nad caufed the fnght he was 
in, ne would not^ think oi being 
gfiitified tfll he was jperfedtly red<>. 
vfi^ecl— afeer "a f^w' 'Aates "^;fr^a!§- 

fSM^-^ Where' ' k 'tfieii philbrbphy, 
tBe'^'feafin - refigifetfibi?, ' J landed P 

^s'! I^fiii^d r^ve^iearn^Aidfliing* 
dikH^ Mvbith'rfetjlMiifafe, finc^ I haVe' 
noit leaAited td'liear the nfear approach ' 
of my diflblution ^Wth6ttttniftilflihg^^^ 




yed- 

Mf/htti' '^b' liilittSefitai-y ihock of 
death is fuccee(lfed by a total ahiiihi- 



.4 



st^icies pf iigeivthfeibeqjienc^ of':ocMi- 

dingfcc is^:trt<M:.eY»r, ::*hdiinij.fiBars 
^;&b(id«ilkf^HereiSable cecqunC^ 
fidihml^^'^^ntme vathitheldcdber 
ioriuddo'X^CNidis^o ^--^Ji^iiitk .- ^havinrg 
ix>nchidedt7/ be3pro€iiedad>xii'rtb&x& 

fikamgcsi of: fbttone -'^«^ (Biup ; het^ 
'^adfq^iil^ibrDtliiQn flrotfldsvinoiagine 
filial oiigrcfiiofa v&odi ItherrchJainc^ 
adivjmtucios lais rdated>by our; Black 
Jl(j^>^)^idf^ ai-jdiu^e)Csdeukt£dlQ;.tai^ 
i&odi t^wWPi^>odiiA /that ml 6^ 
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jftH^fo 1^ eke <iue' this jwtrt ■ ' bf 
Dik-^perfotniancej^ we do afltirt l!hee, 
tluft ii6thing4)ut fiered truth oHiged 
tisrco relate itj^ and which ve (hAl 
^'tll time&^thAik dtir&lves bound'in 
^liftiee ta do:j; ■ thbrefiirev - coviteoifB 
reader^ if. tbou AouMft meeC in • tiie 
frragrds of ihii oitiertftiiirng hi&acf^ 
vUMAuABidcas of ftjfiirafanclnaiuit^ 
imti Tid vflitt r^e -aojk . tlo». ^oUm'nce 
Actxdfx&dsiyiSat wecr we .faidHne'd 
f0i JSii}aiigeI>.thisv.paxfoaasance/i tkt 
)mhx rccit^ of- BiiiiilsQrle& firatnCds^ 
wS^wdhum andr'ih^llTupfmfB^ 
Inrooldi extend it: tm. vcdcuiles; $i .^aivL if 
iboit v?iU) ^yaiiii U9 Aviihv fbjr 190^ 
jMOijc^ to* iisi^ cni^ot this^ w^rit^c^^bbb 
vM find fach )i»ie< iMl^ wttrt^ Medi 
^1 tji»:£^s^natyativ<i<iiti|;^ 

.^/^ / fording 



b. 



fording OS artif)Ie iftattdr for ih'y eh- 
t^rtailim^nf, arid V^hkH thou naay'rt 
fift'd itirtifeiii^ tecoi-ded in the fdl^ 
owifig pages-^THie marperi reluni- 
fed Sa1)ie, tjeirig arnved at the plajr- 
hroufe, and going" fo the bbi-ddor, 
he oveftobk S. ebftipaiiy' 6^ la'dfes 
iTidgeiitt^nfifferi, Avhof were goitrg'itt- 
to the hoiffe, and Wcpping befofi 
thetri, ordered tJte bok-Keeper to 
otiefi th<f iottri fayrrig tfid-'ier\^ai« 
fietenging" tij- iJrtf edttja^y-^dtifd 
jp^jr fer afl-^the fe-ke^per fe^flfr^ 

$*l:-bf-the pitfi diereftrtj' Vitft'i 
gW Mefitalfltlif' Ifcftsf Riitt^ ih : as'fdbtt 
SMriirtia«- vfiflHWJ'he^ jio«« fori«eff 
ii$- (teih ^''fAa^fKi^JH^^tO'l^a^v^ 



•'•?' 
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up were furpf ized to find themfelves 
charged with -on? nipre^.than they 
knew ;of, and difowning',je^caugii>r 
tance with my adventurer, , refuij^d 
to pay . for him -, the bo;i keeper 
not having time to go in ,fearch of 
hun.fthen, Pfd^red an ,undej:.,-box* 
keeper to look (harp for ^bipi.nsf he 
came out ;^. our , fp^rk ,;J)^3f iog'* this 
feemed very welL fatisijed— vyhi^ 
was, much, more .than I ^ygs— rand 

after going.. fjpm bopc tg|bexirhe;.at 

"" • j^ ** '• - 

length featedj hi^felf. in one of .|flje 
corner. greeU: ; boxes,; in whiclx - was 

o^y. ail (^4 |[f ^t'f P^^ »ji!i"!(P9! '^P 
Iat.tersicppp9t|9iut4iuiflbe«^w^ ^fj*-: 

c?-c»fe^ by,- jjie^/^dd^tiop^ . of /twa -'la^ 

dies . , of. tbe;^ itoyir^ and- ^wo g^t^tl^ 

m?ft:rT.^<^ fl^ftrpqr ^ElJdfiiSjly fatigi 

bs?fc,ai|the;l>ftx^rhft 

hffngkm, Iconcluded,---The enter- 



BLACK COAT. 6? 

tainmentbeingended,and the compa- 
ny preparing to depart, to.my amaze- 
jAent, this bold adventurer ieizes a red 
rocquel/?aU that was hiihg in the dox^ 
and Was going to put it on — when 
the old gentleman told him, with 
great ,oplkeneS^^ He fancied he had 
made a miftake, for the rocqueleau 
.belonged ' to 'him— I'he lliatper, 
with a{j9niifhln^ eifFrontery, refJIyed, 
by your leaye, Sir/ t>s you that miL- 
tafee, for the rocqucleati is mine. — 
r our rop6ue]e?iu ? ' Returned the 



-?:"':■■ li 



gerftleman, indeed, .it is, .replied 
'txiis foprof impudence. Sir, /ays 
th& Itranger, as you have the ap- 
pearance "of ,a geqtle(rian,. I.fanntit 
think you mean, any thing more 
"Siari if* jeft i biiit let me tell you. 
Sin -ad^ed lie, I ani notuied toTje 
treated lb "with impupitv.— ^Sir. re- 



\^V5^< 
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Amazement! that a man of your 
years fhould undertake to play the 
iharper with no other abilities thaii 

bare irnpudence— Zouns, returned 

* . . . '/■'"■ 

the ftrange gentleman, you are a 

■■■ *■ ■■' .* 

fl^arper, and fince you talk of marks, 
by what mjarkdo you know it— • 
let us fee how you >yiir proye it to 

be yours — make that ,appear. Sir, 

■ ■ ' » 

exulting and appealing to the com- -* 
pany, who yet could not fell what 
to .make .of the' ^air.. ibmetiqies 
inQlininff one way, and fometimei 
another.— Why, Sir, fa}fs the irnpof- 

tor, I woul^bave cpme to that a? firft, 
bui that I was willing to fe^ what 
ingenious, device you would make 
ufe pf to fupport your unjuft pre- 
tenfionsi but as I fee you take 
advantage of the cooltiefs of i;ny 

.-,/•• ^. ■- ,^ ^temper. 
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tamper, and confidently think to 
j.buUy^meoutof my property, I will 
^fuba)it ta the, company to determine 
^wjion^rjthe xqcqueleau belongs to, 
.randy continues he, I believe I £hall 

put ^aa end to the difpjit;<f very fliort- 

f'ly V?: "i^"^ >9P«fuftoni3 I>and then 

. if thijfrqcque^egu ,was. histhere^ Weife 
two.Xfs.inarked in the infjdc jtear 
^^he bpuom : tjie gejT^tlejiieft loQ^^ 

plaqe -pur ing^c^ jflvirper .' Jbad 

. direiSted^— The old. gentleman flood 

petrified with amazerp^nt — ^but re- 

cpyering himfelf, fwpre^;<lill the 

.^pc^S^l??^ was hi$,. bufrfeoWj l|tM)ie 

datr^ped Xls came there he could not 

t5ll. — The rocqucleau being gdjudg- 

-Pd thft pri9perty og,<^up hero, Is^, now 



put It on, telling the old gentlertKm, 
his age ftioiild prbte^ hJm froin 
punfjftiment, strid advnfed hiih to 
kave off a prbfeffibfa'hc fi^hifed 'liii- 
abJe to iucceed in. The gchtlemah 
feriowihg the rocqudeau Was^Tiis, 
iftiil lifged 'flrBhgly Ite bWiSgM it 'In 
; m^ 'kkji, a^fid that )t '^s 'hi&.^THe 
ladles iidivt>^'n 'to rbVifii 'IS^,^ 
'WKk)^^e tri^i^d in Veff'fi^^rlib's ; 

dtoJtIds, 'iiina the-ldfer- <^Vh^ m. 
^deldSQMH Hb '$)«£Hds, mt aB^i^ 
Wt>y dne in Ih6 hbJt \^ith IS^'ife- 
c<!>t4^ices m ^1^f)iftg '\ika. • .'t^n 
^ich the Iftclies ftn - VipBft liiB. 

bds^ed hiM ^otiit tKe YsCee WS^li )t 
dli ibe W» 'aftti<^ VS?A, antt th«n 
fl}0g^ H iht(»!fiits prt; Ijfflforii \He 

people 
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people, whp, were gatlju?fed uodjer 
thei bp3c,wit;h the npife that- b^gan, 
to,, be.. nuu]^_ the, , ol^jgeptlem^ipi's 

fuU- bottom ^35...f99P ^\fP9^4:. ^C 

vcn|?JreE...t^: thjs., .ogji9c|^n}ty^ tq., 
q^itjthe^. b^^,, and,, .wi^,, the- adr. 
^ition^ orthc: rp9qi?ej?^vi, ai>dv by.j 
timely Mfing.|iis^ha^pidi^ei;cjiief^^^^^ 

wit%!jt jfijfpicift^goC. ,b§|p§;.,thA-pejrn, , 

^^^r?"4^y^^'W.Wd^f^^^^lJ^b?..ni^. 
l«%#en I tell^jrQ4^that^ft^ h«P^r. 

formance 
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formance on the ftage': for' he, 
whofe ftudy it was to refine upon* 
fharping-, never ' v^^anted '-mk'teHals, ' * 
in the various adventures he might 
meet with, confequently he was as 
expert with, his' needle in lewing 'the ' 
two X's upoft me rocqueleau, ''as'a- 
fdrgeon would be in ufing'his'lancet* 
on a fuddeM 'emergency ;-^But 'to' 
finilh with ' this gefitlfernan .— f liis ' 
laft- exploit being ended,; Wizkh'] 
me through many alleys' 'and cfark '\ 
paflages; atlengthafdenidin^ aitifean 
ilair-cafe as high as he' could, he 
gave the fignal of ' adriilttkiicei and ^ 
tht ddbr was^'opyned^'vi^leh 'Mrc^^^^ 
a(>pearcd' to liiy ifight, fitting fouhd 
a tabl'e,^ four perforis, bnft in the' 
habit of a * clemyman; another iii . ^ 
the ^hariiaer 6f a^ farmer; a fhirci"' 

vvas 
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was a laced beau, and the fourth 
an honeft looking tradefman, and 
1 blDrerved every one had before hirti 
watches, rings, fwbrds, fnufF-boxes, 
purfes with money, and gther things 

f • It" *, ' 

of yajue,"which I afterwards found 

' ^ '.'*■■ •■ ' ■ ■ ' . ■ , ■' ' ' 

were the feve'ral laboura of the day, 
which had been gained by thefe 
honeft looking gentlemen in the 
fame . capacity as r my adveoturer — 
but Qur Jngefaious fpark producing/ 
the watch by Tompion, gold chain, ; 
rocqueleau, and an isxceeding good 
hat inftead of ^, bad one, he was 
deemed the moft meiritoriou^ <?f the , ' 
whole .fraternity for,^ajt day. .;A 3 
diviiion being made, and. thq feyC'*- 
ral charad:ers feed for iJie; fupcq^^ 
ing day. (whexi^n^. ccmpwi^n, w^s i 
tOj^umo^lhe appearance of a coun- 
try 



try farmer) they all adjourned to a 
tavern, , where they fpent the even- 
ing in recounting^ the methods they^ 
had taken in acquiring the valuable 
cclleftion I had feen upon the table ; 
on leaving the tavern each took a 
feparate rojad, my aqventurjer takings 
me to the place from whence we 
1 aft came, and I underftood the ren- 
dezvous of 'the next day was to be , 
at the parfdns lodging, which" I 
foBnd they changed inightlj^^.-T-Ifi thfr 
morning €ady> this^nduftridus 'gen- 
tleman condudfed tne to my old ha- 
bitation in^ Monmouth. Street, un- 
hurt; ^ttir*ait-the perils of the pre- - 
ceding'day, to my great fatisfj^ftfon, ; 
v^rherc after ftrfFeririg the corroding 
brufl^i- and racking prefs as ufual,* 
1 2Wis-^at^-liherty tg^ indulge my re*- 

ihjCttbn&> 
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, J- . . . ~ . , m \^ 

^eiSions, and &e lai|: day's expedir 

^on afibrded me ;^n%ple inatterV 

• -' ' - ■ - ■*' 

<jod$ ! ^xdiaimed Sable, oould I 
3iaVe credited thai fach things w^er^ 
*really pra^fed, had I Bot been a 

witnefe to iSoism 1 

Is it not, fays the fag? adi^enturet 
to his gay coiiipanioii, greatly to jb^ 
lamented* ^at n^m of ffich ex- 
<:ellent talents, ihould proftitut? 
^them to fuch hurtfid pui|>ofes to the 
community, and reverfing moralky^ 
induftnoufly purfue evil, that they 
may boaft of bleouflies they ihould 
rather tdufli for^ as he aniongft 
jthefe pillagers df fociety^ is efteeco^ 
cd the«2K>ft worthy who is the moft 
wicked. JBut JwiUoot, co^tiniifld 
^bk, fpcnd t]l9 |«$xanGllis laim^ 

V) in 
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« 

in 'making rcfledions which your 

xbwh perfpicuity will furriifli you 
with, but procfeed in the detail of 
my next adventure. 

\ was next, continued Sable, or- 
.dered by a tall long vifaged perfcn 
to be tried upon' him, and the 
Morimotith-ftreet merchant prd* 
nounccd that if I ^had been cut out 

> > • « ■ 

t)n purpbfe for him, I'couldr not 
iiave- fitted him bettef 5 on ' this I 
<was engaged by him for the day. 
Tfooh difcovered by fome sde- 
tached !picces- of poetry in blank 
-verfe, and ^odier papers of the like 
-nature put into my pocket, that I 
>wa8 accompanying ah "■'aiithor.— . 

^ • 

'His wan and dead complexion made 
me at ifirfk imagine him to be a per- 



fonS 
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Jon confined to a fed6ntafy life, but 

' Jibtwjthftanding his unfavourably 

' afp6<3:, i-could conceivie ftrong lijj^rk^ 

of the gentleman j and' likewi& 

imagined him to be a fcholar, 

-though the rays of learning which 

'beamed fpoiri his coUnCenance,"ieemt* , 

ed to' be clouded b;^"misfertu'n* 

an4 care.~-But to proceed, three 

times, did this fdn of Apollo attend 

the door of a certain great man, be* 

fore he could gain adrtiittanCe": the 

firft time the fervarit faid his mafter 

»■ - • _ ^ ■ 

was; drefling, the fecond time he 

was bufy, and the third we were 

£o fortunate as to be fliewn into a 

.fmall antechamber>, with directions 

rto fit down, and my comrade (hould 

be informed when he could ipeak 

Iwith this very great man, whoni, 

^r, D 2 but 
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iJbttt for the fituationof the houiiQ, 
:I (hould hmj^ imagined was a prime 

.minifter : at La(^> aftdr waiting a- 

« 

>bove an bour> my .companion was 
.defired to walk into a parlour, where 
,wjK8 fitting by the fire -fide, furrouod*- 
fid by half a dozen little kittenc^^ 
fui old man (gentleman I cannot 
fwith propriety term him). Wiih- 
pat aflung the gentleman to fit, hf 
jbcgan, —Well, fir, what do you 
want with me ? I wait upon you, fir, 
j^lied the author, in relation to a 
play I fome time ago jeft in your 
}iands.«^— How long fiace ? fays this 
•well mannered gentleman. Fifteen 
months. Sir, replied the author—- 
O, is that all, fays he,- ■ 'w ell, and 
{>ray, what is this extraordinary play 
«xf yours, continues he > a trageifyt 

I 
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I^'fuppofe ? It is 2 tragedy, Sir; an^ 
A^ered the.siuthor, ititt- flandingr 
(which gave me an oppgotumty of 
remarking a letter that lay upon the 
table direfised to the manager of 
one of the theatres). What dd" 
you call it ? fays this important gen7 
4emanr It is called— ^ replied the 
^thor> ^— ' and hopp it has nMt with^ 
your approbation^ continued he.-— 
0> to be fure, fays the fneering ma-^ 
nager, without reading it. I im- 
agined, fayv the author, ycab would 
have been kind enough to have in-^ 
dulged me v^ith a couple of fiburs 
out of fifteen months to have pe* 
fufed it, qr if you did not mtend to 
p^ruie it, you would have i^tum:ed ir 
me again. Ay, ay, fays the m»* 
^g?r f you (hall iuve it ^gain, t%ke 

P 3 " i« 
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it away with you in God*s namCv — 
(looking among a parcel of papers). 
I don't mean^ Sir, returned the au- 
thor, tp take it from you unlefs you. 
fhould rejedt it, after you haveTcad 
it.— Why, Sir, fays the manager,* 
^id not you this moment afk me to 
. return it ? If you had no intention to. 
perufe it, fays the author: Perufe it !: 
replies the manager: — why^ Sir, do 
you think I have nothing elfe to do 
than asfoon as ever people of yftur 
. way of living have wrote a things 
,tp play it immediately ? what, I fup-- 
.pofe^. continues he, you. tTiink I 
» fhould read it, alter it, .expunge, and 
add to it, then rehearfe it and fo per?- ^ 
form it, that you might receive the 
benefit all in> ten days or a fort- 
night ? — No, J105 Sir you are too. 

quick. 
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quick for. me j. let's /ee where is this 
thing (looking o^r a bundle of 
manufcript , plays) — what is the 
/r(?^^/i?(^72in.^our play, continued the 
manager ? I Ihall beft find it by thatj 
for theyarq dl- marked. -r-^Thiere is 
no proceffion at all. in- mine. Sir, 
fay^ the author. No proCeffion ! 
Sir, fays the amazed manager^ \yhat 

do you mean?- perhaps you 

call it — a folemn dirge — a' triumph"^ ^ 
or ^Ti'^ovatim — or-^ — i— Therp is no* 
thing at ^11 - of the kind Sir, /ays 
the author^ in my play, nor did I 
kpprehend, fays he^ it \yas abfolutely 
neccfikcy . to— Neceffary ? : interrupt- 
ed th«;manag€;rj-^ — =-pray. Sir, ivhat 
would nine oiit of ten of the^tragedies 
that have come out. within thefe 20 
years have beeagood^ fioc, if ,ifchad^ 
'■'.:•.' D4 not 
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jK)t been, for the proceflions j but if ' 
yours has no proGe(Son> adds be, li 
am fure it is not amongfl: theie y, 
(laying the papers he bad been look- 
ing over down) — but we (hall find- 
it prefently fomewhere, I warrant yoik 
—a proceflion not neccflary I— (look^ 
ing for the play) — By thia time the. 
author began to entertain a ino(t: 
fovereign contempt for him^ as X, 
judged from his countenance. — 
At length the xnansiger produced the^ 
play» but . in fuch a . coadittori t? 
foniepast wanting half a leaf^ ibme. 
a quarteri others three quarters^, 
and what remained was in tatters, 
and ftrangely fmeared and ftained, 
having been frequently ufed no. 
doubt in taking the tea-kettle ofF 
the £re, and other focb worthy em*^ 

ploymcnts, 
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' ' • ' * * 

proytnents, as I favsr him tak&it froixv 
under a coffee pot that flood in the 
window. — The author at firft was 
ailoniihed when he faw it> but re« 
covering • himfelf) cakniy faid, he 
bdieyed it ha4 been p^rufed, for by ^ 
&e appearance of it, it^ feemed to 
have been often in^ his bands ; and 
opening: it-^— Really, Sir^. fays the 
author, you have been in a mif-^ 
take, for it is evident ypuhavetead '^ 
it: over, and have- expunged feveral 
pages of it, (fhewing him the dif. 
membered playj r— and, . continues 
-he, dare fay you will be able to get 

m 

through it in a fhort time/ ,there^ - 
fore vwll continue it in^ycmr hands, 
and hope you will be fo obliging as 
to add to //-^Nd, no. Sir, replied^ 
&e manager, J fhaU gdre myfelf 

5- no 
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lio farther trouble about it ; as fbtr 
the leaves being torn, fome of the 
fervants can give you the beft ac- 
count ' of them— If, continued he,- 
there had been* a ^ procef^on in it — 
Herd 'he was intierruped, by the aqri- 
tal of a perfon with a Harlequin's 
dtefs, and the author laying the- 
mangled pUy upon the table, took?, 
his le^Ve' giving plafce to Harlequiw 
•~a -circiimftance that ought not to- 
give hitri much pairij I as it is no 
more than what the beft dramatic, 
authprs '^l)oth ancient and modern, . 
have frequently done. ' 

This tragic gentleman having, 
conduced me home, continued Sa-?- 
ble, I was again depofited among t 
my old aCquaihtance, the uqafionaU 

gentlemen y, 
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gentlemen^ from whofe converfation 
I received much ufeful knowledge 
and rational entertainm.qnt. But to 
proceed ,. . 

■' ■ , . . . ■ "* r • . . ■ ^ 

.■■... • 

My next excurf;o.n, r.efunaed ^^ 
blc; was with a perfon who con- 
^ufted me from my habitation in 
Monmouth-Street • to an indifferent 

• # ■ • ■ . 

apartment in an alley near Chan- 
eery-Lane where he adorned him- 
fdf with the .military . enfignsi a 
cockade and fword, and marched 
with, me to a tavern in. the city, 
where being fhewn into a room, 
he left word, if any body enquired 
for an officer, t6 (hew them, in to 
Ifim, and feating hinifelf he drew 
from his pocket a letter, in which 
were thefe words in an excellent 

■' '• woman's 
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woman's hand "Dear cap.— 

•* my papa has received your letter; 
and telk me he fliaB meet you; 
at the time and place you have: 
appcMnted — I fhalL be impitient: 
^ to know the refult of this intereft- 
in^ converfation, and hope it will 
prove favourable to your— *'.Thi^ 
letteL was diridted to be left at a 
coffee- houfe in the Strand for my 
companion. He did not wait long 
before a plain, decent looking trades- 
man was introduced to him — My 
comrade received him with an af*- 
fedted politenefe, which was retunw 
ed by the ftranger, with an aukr^ 
ward civiEty : being both feated,, 
the coldnels of the weather was the 
firft topic of converfation, the, 
traclcfinan making a forrowfui ob- 

iervatioa: 
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fervatton, on ' the.: dearncfs oF j5rp- 
vifions, and that corf's were rilbn thar 
day J the military gcntleoiafj join- 
ed in lamcnting-thc. bardnefs of the- 
times,, and: concluded the fubjed; 
by pitying: the poor; the ftranger 
&en filled a bumper, andknockt- 
»g his glafs againft the eaptainV 
dranfe. to their better Acquain- 
tance,, which hating taken off,, 
Mr. Sirloin> (that being the ftran-- 
ger% name) after a few minutes 
filence on both fides, began the 
difcottffe, by faying to my com— 
pjinion, ^t'hc beKeved he had re^ 
ceived. a letter fnom him^ in relati-^ 
on to his daughter Sufanv The cap- 
tain anfwered, he ihould make no 
eeremony in teHing him thathe pro- 
fefleda regard Tor the young lady — 

Young 
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Young lady, fays Mr. Sirloin, I 
begji Sir, you'll not young lady my 
daughter • — ^^Sufan is a good. likely 
girl for that matter, but as for be- 
ing- a- yppng lady, I don't know 

what title (he has to that.. . Indeed. 

•* i" ■ 

hpr mother, who has had the whole 
management of her, has always^ 
filled -the girl's - head with a parcejl' 
of nonfenfe. Your plain way o£ 
thinking, returned the captain, I 
highly approve, but her educatioa- 
enUtles her to. — ^Ay, interrupted Mr. 
Sirloin, that was againft my will too, 
but my wife would have it ;fo, apt} fo. 
QiG was fent to- a boarding fchooi y 
to be fure, continued he, as fbe was 
but a half boarder, I came- into it 
for peace and quietnefs^-but if.it 
was to d9 again— fof, added he. 



I i • 



BLACK CO at: 2r 

(lie has learned nothing bpt to talk; 
of gentility and fafliions, and dancr- 
ingsj and plays, . and I don't know 
what.— -Thefe things, Sir, an Avered. 
the captain, are accomplifhments 
which are neceffary in levcuy woman 
who has any pretenfiona to • marry 
genteelly. — Therefore, Sir, returned 
Mr- Sirloin, uhneceffary for my 
daughter; for I am furer— I don't 
know what pretenfions flie has to 
think of marrying genteelly, or out 
of her fphere. — I am a plain manj 
Sir,^ as you feey continues* he^v and 
to be fure would (Jo eycry /thing 
for the beft fpr my daughter, and 
no doubt fhould like very well lo 
fee my daughter, made, a gentler- 
woman of; but then, adds he,hQw 
ii.that to.bci that's the queftionr— 
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for my part I don't fee now a days^ 
tbat gentlemen Tet 'em have ever 
fo good, a fortune, are willing,, to- » 
t-ake a girFfor love aloner-~no of-- 
fence- 1 hope to yoii,.,Sir,Tr-By. no 
means Sir^ replied the captain^ I • 
affureyou;. Sir, I cfteem your fentU 
ments ; and though lov^ i& the chief f 
ingredient in . a happy marriage, 
yet to make it quite compleat^ .a ^ 
little fortune is neceflary, — ^Now ^ I 
rather think, fays Mr^ Sirloin, as 
times gOj that fortune is looked up — 
en as the chief tngredimt — yoult"^ 
cxcufe pie, Sir, I am a blunt mam 
•—Pray, Sir, make no apology, re-^ 
i^ied the captain.-— Well, Sir, fays 
Mr. Sirloin, let^ us novir enter up- - 
on the bufinefs we- met upon»-«-Y6u^ 
£ay yoU'h»vea.regiu:4 for my daugh- 
ter, I fuppofe you mean love; I dd,.^ 
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lir, anlwered/thc^ captain.— You are 

an officer. Sir, my daughter tells me. 
—Yes, Sir,, returned the captain, but,, 
to deal iAgenuou% with- you, I 
am only? a younger brother, there- 
fore I can't boaft: ef any greai for- 
tune, a thoufahd pounds or fo, be-- 
fides my commiffion,— with, which> 
feontintifes he, I am capablfe^of ^p* 
peating ais a:g^tlemm^ aijd hopel 
have iiSTsfy^. a$^.'^ T<i£:k-----^A 
fhoiffand pound^. fays Mr. ^loiav 
IS a greait de^ of money m my opi-- 
ttion ; I dej^t knew what you may 
&ink of it : iis for your commidion^^ 
feys he, that^s quite out of my way, 
and therefore 1 know nothing of 
it J and now,, Sir> continues he, as 
you have told me who you are, it 
is but feir that L/houldtell you who 
I am»r-I am^ adds be, a butcher by. 

to 
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trade, and by induftry ^nd fruga*' 
fity, I make fliift to maintain my^ 
felf and family .with what I call 
credit, for 1 make it a rule; never 
to befpeak any thing for myfelf or 
any of my family, but what I know 
I. can afford, nojjj'let any thing be 
wore, or made ufe of, till 1 have 
paid for it. — I pay. my landlord his 
rent ev?ry quarter ' day, and I don't 
pwe any to an a. (hilling in the' \vorld>. 
and fp now, Sir, if yQu Uke ;mej[faF 
a father!-i.n-law, without farther ce-* 
remony here's niy.^ handi — r-and 
done's the word. This clofe way of 
^oing bufiiiefs, faj^s Sable, I fpunA 
difconcQrted my martial condudto/,^ 
who evaded clofing with the propo-: 
fal, faying fuch a thing. as marriage, 
required a little more . confideratipn 
than a :liet at a cock-match, or, ^ 



.• 
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horfe-race — Why look you^ Sir, fays* 
Mr. Sirloin, this is my way of 
4oing bufinefs ; if I fee. a/ bullock 
in the. market^ which I think is foF 
my purppfe^ I go and examine himj 
and if I find that he'll do,.! en^ 
qmv^ his price, and if its .about 
die mark, I bid niioney for himi 
and if my money is accepted, I 
have the beaft ; hutif not,, we parts 
^nd there's no harmiione, you knowj 
now' apply that, Sir.— Well;' Sir; 
returned the captain ^ to mak-e. a 
matter: of trade of this affair-, as 'I 
profefs a regard fof . ypur- duughr 
ter, if you vsrili give ..me a fprtun? 
with her I: will marry her, notr 
withftanding the difgrace it will be 
to my family — ^ Fortune, Sir ! 
fiijfaMr. Sirloin, what fortune dp you. 

exr 
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«xpe<a me to give ? I fuppofe, Sir^ 
fiiys the captain^ you intend to give-: 
her a fortune ec^ual to her educati-* 
on and appearance in- the world*. 
r— As for. her education and appear-- 
ance in the world, fays Mr. Sirl^n^. 
I> have told you how that can^e a^ 
bout, and that it was not my faul^- 
and now I'll tell you what 111 give, 
you with her : I'll ipend a few gui- 
neas in a- wedding dinner with alll 
my heart^^ but as^ for fortune, I a£» 
fiirt you I have none to give.*--» 
You certainly are in .jeft; Sir, fays^ 
the captain, as }pou have educated^ 
and dreft your daughter in- the. cha- 
Taster of a lady of fortune. S^ounds, 
Sir, fays Mr, Sirloin, I tell you-, 
my wife has had the whole manage- 
ment of \her, . and that it is not my 

fault; . 
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f&ult— This very thing, adds he>iiaw^ 
J told my wife over and over : for. 
Jays I, what tradcfoian^oyou think 
will have her, as {he will to be fare 
^expef£): to live in the manner (he has 
d>een brought up, and if ihe does 
iiiot, fays I, then ihe will be unhap- 
jpy ; and what tradefman is there, 
fays I, that can afibrd, er if hb 
<€puld^ wou'd think it pr€f)er, td keep 
«bef like a lady ? and what gentle- 
man, fays I, will take a iiutcher^^B 
daughter without a farthing, only 
bec^aufe the girl, fays I, lias a noti- 
^cn of drefs and polilenefe, as ihdy 
«dl it Jt fd that, lays I, the girl will be 
i^rottgh^Aip to be fit for nothing, and 
in the end, fays I, turn wfaofle 5 biit 
it fignififcd nothing ; for my wife f^ 

lior iMffbta (txouid be brouglit up 

and 
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and drtft as well as Mr. Spigol, 
the ale-houfe-rmian'& daughter, who 
iWas no .better than ihe* was, and 
ihat ibm^thing might happen. ' 

. Here Mr. Sirloii^ was interrupted 
by the fudden entrance of the wife 
of his -bofom, who was followed 
by Mifs Sirloin, as I foOn found 

-her to be. The flayer of oxen 

-was at once aftonifhed and intimi- 
dated on feeing his wife ; Mr. Sir'- ' 
loin, fays the lady, on her entrance, 
X am furprized at your impolitic 
behaviour. ' I iiave heard every . 
word .you haye faid, and any one 
. would ' iniagine you'had . :no more 
fehfe than the ie^flsyoM kill, to tetl ^ 
\a gentleman the circumftances of 
jrout family in the jnamier you 

have* 
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'3ia\'e, Mr. Sirloin is a monflrous 
thing. — «^Mr, Sirloin declared he 
had faid nothing but the truth, and 
added that lifteners feldom heard 
any good of fhcmfelves. Mrs. Sir- 
loin returned, that he was a poor 
mean fpirited wretch, and had not 
a grain of ambition ^n him. Mr* 
"Sirloin sjeplied, he bejieved it might 
-be bet-ter, if fbme folks had lefs, 
and for his piart h6 did not fqe what 

' bufinefs people in his fphere had to 
.do with ambition ; for, fays be^ 
4hey are generally getting into feme 
icrape or another. 



\ 



-/ 



Mifs, during the altercation he- 

rtwixt ^her Papa; and Mama ^h^d 

drawn near the captain, vyho^ took 

jvery^ jiijttle notice; of her i Mrs. Sir- 

loia 
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loin now addreifed herfelf to fhe 
captain, and told him, fhe Jioped 
he would excufe Mr. Sirldi6's want 
of politenefs, and aiTured him, that 
though it was true, her daughter was 
not the largeft fortune in the |3ari(h» 
aieither was flae the leaft, adding, 
that as Suky was their only child, 
ihe would be entitled to ^very 
farthing that would be left on their 
deaths, .and which (be durft fay 
would amount to near a hundred 
pound. To be lure, continues fhe^ 
if Mr. Sirloin was but a pufhio^ 
man, he might be able to leave 
her many hundreds* 

Mr. Sirloin faid, he underftood 
die captain was in love with Sufan, 
and ftid he &ould dmik v^rith that 

and 
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and the thoufand ppund be ^ad, 
they might live very t^^ppy; The 
captain replied, that it waiS true, be 
had a great regard for Mifs Sirlpin, 
and that his fortune was about a 
thpufand pound ; but that as he was 
of one of the beft fanqiilies in Dor- 
fctfhire, it wou'd . be a difgrace to it 
to marry into Mr. Sirloin's family, 
Uixlefs it WAS made up by a fortune ; 

. and, that he bad been told Mifs Sir-- 

■ • ■ 

loin wou'd be worth a thoufand 
poundt and which by her drefs, and 
the company ibe kept, he thought' 
could be no.lefe. Mr. Sirloin declar- 
ed, that whoever faid he cou'd give 
hi^4^ughter a thoufand pound was a 
Jcandflkus pirfin-^ as for her drefs 
and company, dp yavi, fpeakingto 

bis wife, ajftlW^r, for that. 

■ E The 
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The waiter now told Mr. Sirloin, 
a perfon would be jglad to fpeak to 
him, and on his going out, Mrs. 
Sirloin told the captain, that flie 
prefumed his intentions had been 
honourable, and that his addreflcs 
had not been made to her daughter 
altogether for the lucre of gairtf the 

« 

captain protefted his love was intirc- 
ly difinterefted j but that he cbtild 
not on account of his family, think 
of entering into an alliance with 
Mr. Sirloin without a fortune.—^ 
Mr. Sirloin was now returned, and 
rubbing his hands, afked if the cap- 
tain was willing to accept of his 
daughter or not ; the captain ftrong- 
ly urged, that the difgrace it would 
be to his family would not permit 

him to engage any farther. Pray, 

Sir, 
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6ir, fays Mr. Sirloin, what is this 
great family you talk fo much of ? 
-^ — 1 am, anfwered the captain, 
of the family of the Fortune-hunters^ 
which is as ancient a one as any in 
the kingdom. Mr. Sirloin afked 
him if he 'did not know one yobn 
Tr^/?.-— The captain upon this ap- 
peared extremely confounded, but, 
ilammer'd out he knew no fuch per- 
son ; upon this Mr. Sirloin rang the 
bell, and alked the waiter if he 
knew that gentleman, pointing to 
the captain, — ^ — yes, replied the 
waiter, very well, his nairie is John 
Trott ; he was afootnian to *fquire— , 
and was difqharged -for fome mifde- 
meanors about half a year ago; and 
fpeaking to the new-made captain, 
faid 5 you know: xae ven^, well, Mr. 

E z Trott, 



L. 
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Trott, don*t you ? the captain repli- 
ed» he never iaw him before to his 
knowledge. — Come, come, Mr. 
Trottt fays the waiter don't wink 
at me, I'll not fee any body impofed 
upon, I know you very well. Mr. 
Sirloin's choler being now raifed to 
the higheft degree, he could not 
contain himfelf any longer ; but 
•pulling off his wig and coat, told my 
unfortunate companion, thstt though 
he had impofed upon him, he would 
take no advantages of him but 
wou'd box him fairly $ but the 
martial hero declined the combat ; 
upon which Mr. Sirloin, giving a 
loofe to his hands and feet togedier, 
employed them both fo fafi upon 
my unluky comrade, that k was 
hard tx> dctericniflie which q{ them 

went 
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yrentthcfafteft, and my pafiive cx>a- 
dudtor feemcd refolved to fee whether 
his patience, or Mr. Sirlom's ftrcngth 
would hold out the longeft ; and 
Mr, Sirlodn being a corpulent man, 
was at length obliged to give over 
his labour for want of breath, and 
thereby the . captain's principle of 
non-refiftance, obtained a complete 
yidlory over die a<Elivc vigour of 
the enraged butcher. 

Mrr SirFoin, having a tittle reco* 
vered hhnfelf fronx the fatigue 
the viotem exertion of his ftrejigd); 
had oocafioned, now tamed, to his 
wife and daughter, and told the lat«« 
ter, that for the future fhe (hould be 
under his diredion, and bid her fee 
that to morrow, ibe af^eared in the 

E3 ' {hop 
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fliDp as his daughter, with a colour-^ 
cd apron before her, and. di^ofe of 
thofe. dangling things at her elbows* 
or he'd burn 'em : the two ladies 
having feen fuch manifefl proofs of 
Mr. Sirloin's prowefs were intimi- 
dated into filence, not even daring 
to exercife thofe dreadful weapons 
their tongues,, which were now for 
the firfl: time, I Jbelieved, . fubdued. 

The captain during this had em- 
ployed himfelf in wiping the dirt 
which had been left by Mr. Sir- 
loin's flioes off him, every now and 
then faying this was fine treatment 
for a Gentleman. 

Mr. Sirloin now opened the door, 
and ordered the martial captain to 

leave 
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* 

leave the room, who feemed very 
glad to obey him, Mr. Sirloin com- 
plimenting him with two or three 
very handfome kicks at his depar-* 
ture. •*• 

The fruits of this adventure, con- 
tinued Sable, were pretty equally di- 
vided betwixt me and my unfortu- 
nate aflbciate^ though I believe the 
marh of Mr. Sirloin's favours,* con- 
tuiued , a coniiderable time longer 
upon the unfuccefsful captain than 
upon me, a circumflance which 
in(lead of creating envy in me, 
proved rather a matter of confola- 
tion. . 

Theaddrcfs and deportment of 
this aiTumed military gentleman, 

E 4' con- 
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continued Sable, did not at firft 
difcover to me any thing that Tefcm- 
bled the gentility of an* officer in the 
army, noa^ didhis lodging corrcfpond 
with fuch a charadter, therefore I 
imagined he was only in reality, like 
me a gentleman pro tempore. 

The defcendant of the ancient 
family of Fortune^Hunters^ comiflu^ 
ed Sable^ having caiidu£!«d me 
again tamy former' lodging in Many 
mouth-Street, and a varictyorbruffi- 
cs having been rrfci upon me, like « 
Hackney-horfe after a day'tf jouN 
n^, I remained fome time without 
any remarkable adventure happen- 
ing to me 5 at length, continued 
Sable, a member of Comus's court, 
but better known by the figiiifi- 

cant 
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cant appdladon of a Cbaiee Spirit^. 
condadfacd me to a tavem.kt thsr 
Strand) where I found a numbec 
of gentlemeny and the better fort 
of tradeimen, afiembled together, 
. whom i fbon^ learned were tha 
members of k fixiety thsd: met 
once a week, and that this was their 
artniverfary fcaft-day. It being in 
the mornings they weifc now met 
together to take a walk,, or to fpend 
dde time m fome amufememt^^'thal: 
might beft conduce ta create an ^^ 
petite, to enable, them to do honour 
to die approaching entertainment. 
My compsmion fingled out one^ 
who from his broad fleek face^ and 
rotundity of belly, feemed to have 
fignaliTCd^ iHTOffidf at the deffru€tiaii 
of many' a feaft, and by the jocuJar 

E 5 fgeeches 
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fpccches of feveral of the memisersy 
together with his own expreflions, 
boafling o!f his excellence in the 
mafticating way» I was fully ton- 
firmed that his being fo uncommonly 
well larded, was owing to his fu- 
perior merit in the fdence of eating. 

My condu<3:or propofed a walk 
to this gentleman, but he objeAed 
to it, on account of the fatigue it 
would be to him, and that it might 
diforder his ftomach, which he de« 
clared was in excellent order, but 
faid he had no objection to take a 
little air up the river, and which he 
fancied, with now and then a glais 
of wine and bitters, they might car- 
ry with them, would ftrengthen 
his appetite 5 this propoial was ac- 
cented 



•s 
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cepted by my comrade, and two 
other gentlemen agreed to accom- 
pany them } "accordingly at Somcrr- 
fet-ftairs a boat was hired, and the 
watermen ordered tp row them up 
to Putney. 

During our voyage this fbn of 
Comus regaled the worthy difciples 
of Epicurus, with fome gingerbread 
, nuts he had brought with him, at 
firft he refufed to eat any, fearing 
he faid they would damp his appe- 
tite, but my fpark telling him, they 
were an excellent ftomachic,and that 
there was a particular ingredient in 
them that was an enemy to every 
thing that clogged the ftomach, he 
was prevailed upon . to beguile the 
time with feeding on th? appetite- 

creating 



io8 The Adventures of a 

* creating gingerbread, which he did 
very plentifully, ever and anon 
diluting with a glafs of wine and 
bitters. The laft fpeech of my com- 
panion, together with his talcing the 
nuts he himfelf eat, and thofe he 
gave the other two gentlemen, from 
a different pocket than that out of 
which he regaled the well-1'arded 
gentleman with, made itie conclude 
the gingerbread teemed with foine 

By the* time we arrived at Putney, 
continued Sable, pur fat compani- 
on had emptied the focket of my 
humorous condudor, of all the fto- 
machic gingerbread, declaring it 
was the beft he had ever tafted. 
We landed at Putney, where we 

ftaid 
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ftald only to get a frefh cargo of 
wiwe, and th«n: returned to the ge- 
neral rcndcirvotrs, where being ar- 
rived, and the champion come 
within fight of the table, that was 
by this thne prepared ready for th« 
guefts, he faid hcluclieved h^'fhould 
make a very hearty dinner, for that 
though he had eat a large quantity 
of Ibme excellent gingerbread nuts, 
yet he felt a- kind of a' gnawmg in 
his ftomach. Soon the feafi: was 
ufhered in, and my companion 
guefling that it would not be lon^ 
before the mine fprung^ prudently 
retired to another part of the ta- 
ble to avoid the explofion. 

The company being all feated, 
each helped himfelf to what he 

chofe. 
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chofe, and prefendy cafting my 
eyes upon pur companioa and gin- 
gerbead-eater, I faw him labouring 
moft furioufly to bring down a pyra* 
mid of turbot he had raifed upon 
his plate, at every other mouth* 
ful drinking a fmall glafs of wine, 
faying, by that means he (hould be 
able to eat as much again ; having 
accompli/hed the deftrud:ion. of the 
firft plate full, he had again heap- 
ed it to its former fize, and by a 
vigorous attack, again threatned its 
downfall \ but nov<^ the gingerbread 
I fuppofe, began to operate, for ' 
before he had deftroyed one quar- 
ter of the plate full, he began to 
make ftrange faces, and twined his 
body about, as if he fat upon fbme- 
thing that made him uneafy, which 

be 
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he continued for feveral minutes, 
at length a noife was heard to iffue 
from his bowels, like the found 
of diftant thunder, and immedi- 
ately fl:arting from his chair, with 
great hafle left the room, and fo 
precipitate was his flight, that by 
his hafly rifing, he overthrew one 
of his next neighbours, who.endea- 
vouring to fave himfelf, pulled dowa 
a large bafon of oyfter fauce, that 
flood before him, which firft fal- 
ling upon his face, from thence had 
formjed a rivulet down a crimfon 
fattin waiflcoat he had on. 

By the time this unfprtunate gen- 
tleman had wiped himfelf, Mr, 
Feaftloye (that being,^e fat gentle- 
man's name) vfAs itturnpd^ and 

having 
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having afked pardon of the compa^ 
ny in general for his abrupt depar^ 
tufc, and the gentleman whom be 
had thrown down in particular, for 
the damage done to him, he again 
fat down, declaring he was never 
taken fo in all his life. — A c^ean^ 
plate being brought him, he once 
more fillM it with turbot, and having 
drank two glaffes of wine, began to 
give evident tokens of a pcrfeift re* 
covery, but by the time he had dilpot 
cd of half of it, his countenance be- 
gan to wax pale, and the contortions 
of his body declared he fat very 
uneafy, and the rumbling noife in 
his bowels foon after alarmed the 
company, and feemed to be the fignal 
for a fecond flight, upon which die 
gentlemen who fat on each fide of 

him 
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brm moved as far from him as they 
ccttrH> left lii his retreat, he might 

r 

again dvertufn one of them 5 how- 
ever; he ' yet continued upon hfs 
chiEtir frowning aiKi eating 5 after 
drinking a ghfs. 6f vv^ine, the noife 
ill Ills bowelfe rncrfe^d. But j^t he' 
waSlbtth to leave* the feaft, thfoiigh 
he had laid down his knife and fork 
and fat ^iftniug horridly upon hisf 
ch^ir, with Ms ' lian(ife upon eath 
knee, ias^ iF hc^had rtally been hi 
in i(3Tbn not decent to be menti- 
otifed'i but feMng, f fttppofe, that 
worfe would cnfuej; lie angrily rbfe 
jfirbm his chair, and oiticc more haft- 
cd out of the room, curfing and 
wondermg as he went what could 
be the matter With him. 

This 
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This fccond unwilling departure^ 
created much mirth in the company^ 
and gave birth to many jokes at the 
expence of the ill fated champion.. 
It was. not long before he returne4r 
and fixing his eyes upon my conipa^ 
nion, fworehe believed he had given 
him a dofe of phyfic in the ginger- 
bread, and virith aflern countenance 
declared, if it really was fo, he 
would refent it feyerely. My com-^ 
panion.told him he had no reafoa^ 
attribute his difbrder to the nuts 
he had given him, for that he hi(Q- 
felf and tv/o gentlemen then pre- 
fent had eat of them^ and- found 
no fuch effefSs j upon this the com- 
pany was un animous in opinion, that 
it muft be owing to fomething elfc 
he had eat in the morning. Mr. 

Fcaft- 
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Feaftlove vowed that he had refrain- 
ed from eating any thing that morn- 
ing on account of the feaft ; every 
one then concluded the turbot did 
not agree with him, and Mr. Feaft- 
love began to imagine that was the 
caufe, therefore determined to try 
fomething elfe, and again fitting 
down, he filled a plate; with ham 
and' fowl, feeming determined to. 
make up the time and lofs he had 
fuiTered by the turbot, on thofe dilhu. 
es. The quick, difpatch he made, 
with the Jegs and wings of a fowl 
, and a flice of ham, now,* affured the* 
company that he was again reftor- 
cd to his ufual health and vigour, 
and they congratulated him on his 
recovery. Mr. Feaftlove faid it 
was very furprifing thit turbot, 

which 
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which was a fifli that he was ex- 
travagantly fond of, fhould ferve 
hrm fo now, particularly, and that 
he believed he fhould be ^bk to 
make a tolerable dinner, but he had 
fcarce devoured two thirds of the 
ham and fowl he had helped him- 
felf to, before he very gravely laid 
down his kmS^ and fork^ aAd with 
a mixture of forrow and anger^ pro^ 
tefted he found the diibrder was* 
again coming) uponhims •--^aml in 
a few minutes. iSbc. forsoer convuUi- 
OAS^ of his face rctnnied^ which 
caufed much mirth m the company,, 
thcmgh they endea^iotared to con-* 
ceal it as much as poffibfc, — He 
was now advifed to drink a glafs. of 
wine made hot, which he did, and 
again feized his knife and fork, and 

was 
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was difleding a fo wl, but the hot wine, 
like abafon of water gruel, aiding 
the phyfick that was lodged in the 
gingerbread, cauied fuch a ferment 
within hioi) that he feetned at a 
lofs to tell which way it would ope- 
rate upon him j fometimes it appear- 
ed as if he had a fit of the cholick, 
and by and by, as if he had taken a 
vomit, and juft as two fine haunches 
of venrfon appeared fa>oaking be- 
fore him, he rofc fiwri his chair^ 
and curfing his guts, fpceded down 
flairs • 

This third retreat furprized the 
company much, though they c^id 
not feem to be very forry, it being 
obferved he could very well afibrd 
to Igfe wiiaft he 4id, Th& unhap- 
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py eater, of the appetite-creating 
nuts, continued Sable, being re- 
turned, he again vented his rage 
againft the gingerbread, fwearing 
nothing elfe could have afFedled 
him fo, but my companion, and 
the two gentlemen who had like- 
wife eat gingerbread (though indeed 
not out of the fame pocket) being 
in good health, it was determined 
by the company, that it could not 
poiFibly ^ be the caufe. — Mr. Feaft- 
love- faid he could not tell how it 
was, but he was fure he had ta^ken 
phyfick that day, and fwore it was 
a ftrong dofe too; — and again fat 
down and fwore a great oath, he 
would not leave the room agiain 
till h€ had fully dined, and though 
-he had been forcid from the turbov, 

and 
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and the ham and fowls, yef nothing 
fhould make him leave the venif6n, 
while he had power to force a bit 
down. — Thus rcfolved he fell moft 
voracioufly upon the haunches of ve- 
•m(bn, depriving them of two full 
pounds at leaft, which after heat- 
ihg over a lamp with currant jelly 
and other fauce, he began to fend 
down to keep peace in his* Corpora-- ' 
' tion^ and for a cohfiderable time I 
-concluded the venifon would pre- 
vent any farther tumult j ^-^ but 
before one third had been difpatched 
tb^'k^eji the rebellious powers m 
awe, an alarm was begun, and the 
noife of conterition was heard again 
to rumble from within the globofe 
belly of the afHidted hero, and in a 
few minutes the noife encreafing, 

declared 
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declared die battle raged with great 
violence, but true to the cauic, he 
loomed to be lubdued. 

A gendeman now recommended 
a glals o{ brandy to Mr. Feaftlove, 
which he approving, he for a mi- 
nute refrained from eating, ixnd 
took off a large glafs, and then fell 
too again, being determined, he fa\d, 
to weather the ftorm, and the hor- 
rid faces he firequently made, and 
extraordinary motions of his body, 
declared he was very flrongly fun>- 
moned to depart the room again ; 
— ^but foon the brandy^ inftead of 
putting an end to the intefline broU, 
made it ten times worfe, — andjuft 
as he was opemng his niouth to re- 
ceive afmall dice of veniibn>not larger 

than 



the gingerbread provtd m^WMS) 
and drove fifli, flefh and fowl, with 
«iher ; auxfliarieS, ':»bnt ' > of < : the ri field 
^f battle;^ atid lihby ^ lay: ja . gre^t 
Htfbrx^^ fcaitteFed.;^oref ithr^iatde; 

i3te gsemieiRMia^aor: va^ithisiaU, ioir 
<iwing 'dB&i difaftei^: aa»(>ther ':party 
hbd fdroediopets the Sidl^pd^t ..'^soid^ 
ahd^ibugfit refugee -i{i.»tfa»ib]:ttcb»9 
^>th6^eiieveriifg^iiieM«><«-€l7fa^ OMPJ 
I^Ay^ no^'TG^e .in^'greafr crai£bfioiv 
cind iii qvranitiiy^ of :^ fiitifF .wh8j4e« 
iboyed; , thofe^ takb^ it 'ncM^'Twho 
pethaipsJiseuecrzMbkiata^bedb^ 
QDiicfaidb: this • tck-rible^ aftdi^ .^the 
gingesbiDcaSi' eater, : after bein^^t*- 
ty well recovered fpQm this U& %n* 
f^M^e affair, was fent home 

F fomc 
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fbni^ pounds lighter di^an he. ufuall3if 
came from a feaCl. . ; : . t:r 



■ ■.•*••-■■ . , ■ . / 



. The tragir comic fccne'heing endr* 
ed, continued Sable,- thi$ worthy 
member of Gomus's court, repaired 
to the rendezyoi^ of the Choice Spir 
rits, wherd.he was heartily received^ 
and recounting to them his day's ex- 
ploit, fet theih in a roar of kugh-^ 
ter, at the expence of Mr. Feaft- 
loFC^ who-ht^e dreamt, I believe^ 
of taking) a dofe of phyfic on- the 
feaft'-day of the fbciety, though 
\is probable thi$ Choice Spirit con* 
felred a benefit on hhn inftead of a 
puni{hment ; in the morning this 
frolickfome fp^rk conduced me to 
my old lodgings. 

I began 
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I began: naw^ coAtinued Sable, ta 
wifti for a little refpite, Ae4)leafing 
novelty of my fituation in Mon- 
ihoath-fliceti gradually • fubiiding 
as the. fticceflion; of . my adventures 
enbceafed ; 9nd :my curiofity abat- 
ing,, ici jpropprtipii 4fc my :Si?c;iii:ft)i|ft 
bcc»nw;icfe:0eslfiflgv:i3Tb^ d?^e 

I{ei^ (}f:%tift^e rela]«JLti9« froi^'bvi^. 
fihcfs . Vms gratified, the- expedition 
I had; with.fhe iri&^/^6'V^>iV, being 
jhft laft : time I. vyj* .called to- aid.:tho 

v^ntipn, who. might have ocfafioa 
to jtppear in difguife, -or 'affift tljp 
ftruggles 6f the unfortun/atc jn thejM; 
^deayours to vverc^me; p^; ady^;^ 

fate, :d;uringpiy iftay in MonmovWih-i 

iircet,/ where JL remained a con-^ 

. ; ^,.. ; F. 2 fiderablp 



if":-- 
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; .Duong tkis. . fMojG^ frtuan: Anifilidsi 
continued iSable, i\pail:nuu:h time jb 
contempl^ing on f the ^nsripteimodfis 
of hapj^neft^whkh Manfcfnti libu^ 

pupTiied'to^aiA theirttd^|Hdl> ^i£k^ 
e8;)iihe, laboifrs.>of 'iny-feUowis^ad-* 
y$:nturerB«ia^cir diurnal exipoditionsi« 
wbi<^ wtiffe-' alwdy^' obmitiuhidat^ 
to thtyfoiSiity'WgetheLr wi^ nrjrtjrwii 
^xp^nence/ affording mfe • irariety of 
inftancesii • The powci- of ritafoiiH 
mg» dhd of 'aiHtnllating l^eh- ideas; 
Wit^ wliHCh' mtfi "are^ ihdUed^ td 
enable them to diAioguiOi tibe true 
road to happinefs, I found' Avas of 
littk or no fervice to them in their 

purfuit i 



the.pailkios \Avid:ki^s;. fcicms to Ka 
tl^e Q\m^ Qonficki;ai:t>Qn ' and ; Atmu*^ 
li^ticiri^ajl .theit axSfcions ; but when: 
the vig6ur : of. youth, begins ta re-r 
Ea&rv-.'ind the. beat. ttf ^lood to cool*, 
thd/piafitbns. 'and! fHnfes neicdSarily: 
dccay^ andi the3r:thct perceive tbelr 
ettxxty and lament: that they did not 
iQiijtfoeirjyottth^ fiarriifh '.the iftore-: 
hoiife.d£' wKdom^ with tifeM:kiiow^' 
ledge » to' eniblc th6m to pafs widi 
fatUfaftioa and ^ tWhquillity, through; * 
age and infirmity, iar«l/or want of 
which they become fretful and pee- 
vi(h, difagifefcable to- thenifelves, 
and to. evfcry one elie. 

The youthful audttof iJwrc thank-, 
ed the h%%^ ad viferj- : ^for. ibe . h&oxk 

F 3 he 
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he fo gently infinoated, - 2nd aflhr* * 
ed him that he would endeavour 
to regulate his conduA agreeably to 
the didlates of reafon, and that his 
ftudy fhould be to acquire a fund 
of knowledge^ fb ' tb^t the - facul*^ 
ties of his mmd^ might afford hiav 
pleafure when his pafEons and ien - 
ies fhbuld deny it. The wife nar-* 
rator replytd/ he.hop^ the alhii^ 
ing bates*^ of pleafare would not 
have power to check his refoluticxi, 
or deftroy thofe bloflbms of virtue 
whofe fruit was hdppinefs. 

I next, continued Sable, became 
the property of a very, ingenious 
gentleman, who has entertained the 
town in a variety of charadlers, but 
in none more lingular, or more to 

his 
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hi^^molument, during the time it 
lafted/ than that in ' which I had 
the bbnour to ferve him in, and 
though he has never been remark- 
able for concealing his follies, yet 
this is a fecret which he has careful- 

ly prcfcrved. To keep you no 

longer in fufpence, I was purchafed 

by this genius, to countensLnce him 
in- the diarafter of a Fortune-teller^ 

ia fcheme which his thorough know<^ 
ledge of the -town, together with 
a great variety of anecdotes of a 
number of people, which he had 
trcafurcd up, mad6 him the beft 
qualified to a<3: of any man in Lon- 
don ; and he was a very Proteus^ 
in varying his appearanoq for he 
would be in your company two or 
three times a day, if he had c^cca-^ 

F 4 lion. 
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which time^ey might be ihfomied 

'It 

of any particullir they wdrcdcfip- 
oiis of knowing, either paft; pr^ 
fent, or to come; attendance at 

— • Charing-erbffl,- Jcvcry^crch* 

ing, ftom fix to nine, 'price inrc 
YhiHings each perlbm 

■ ■ . ;• . . . ^ 

, The. firft who. came to ieardi 
the regifter. of fate, cdndnued Sat 
ble, were two ladies, one tall and 
^the other fhprt ^ the tall lady dcfir* 
ed to know, as a ipecioieaof the doc- 
tor's art, (for fo he ililed faimielf) 
where, (he was on .fuch a ^ay, a 
confiderable time paft ; the do^or 
having been informed of the day 
of her nativity^ and looking over 
his book told her. fbc was oa the 
day (he x](ientiQned> in Newgate ^ 

the 
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-tbeladyftated, in. great iirrprizse, — 
and aflcedhow ih^caine to be there,. 
•^ the doaor told her, (he went 

to fee ja Higbwajmany ^ the 

•other lady then afked wherc:(hc was 
•an^ that day, — the Dbftor, ■ after 
going through the ceremony of cal;- 
culating her nathdty, told her flue was 
alfo iii Negate J with the othdr 
lady^en tfieiartte Occafiom> — Thefe 
ftnfw^ff Wdfe 'theught proof enJtigh 
of me dodtei^s knowledge of things 
paft,-'*and the tall lady next defired^ 
llewould tell her the moft remarfca- 
cbld place (he had been at that day, — 
to which Ac dodhor, after making a 
calculation by fome very extracfrdi- 
*iary figures with pen and ink. anr 
fwcred (he had been to fee the 'fait 
1wtfff,-i-where (kt had feen fbrnetbing 

that 
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know v?hat bode it wae- Ac 

■ « 

extraded his'knbwlcdgfe fit>iru— 8a-- 
We rejplied,- It Viras a common place 

; bpok in which his owner entered 
down his andcdoteir, - 'and which he 
was every day tnttezGflg^ h«tig cm- 
ployed all day fh going from place to 
place where he could beft gain in- 
telligence:^- you will, niy ddufat,. 

' wonder, fays Sable^i how he* 'cduld 
come by the knowledge of the Iti- 
dy*s fecert intention, that, adds Sa-^ 
ble, he guejQfed— which indeed from, 
thefe ladies known character and. 
difpoiition was no difficult' matter, 
to do ; for he knew who the ladies- 

' were pcrfedlly well, and, I aflure you^ 

they were both people of great dK^ 

' tindHon. • . 



BLACK COAT. 135 

'Thie next remslrkable perfbn, con- 

tinued Sable^ who was defirous of 
confulting - the ftars, was an officer 

in the guards, who on his entrance 
told the dodor he had heard 
he was acquainted/ with things /a- 
bove and bel&w ftairs. — You under- 
Hand me — continues he, and fo let 
me have five (hillings worth of in- 
formation. -r-From which quarter. 
Sir, fays the do<f!tor r^ whichL quar- 
ter > replies the familiar gentlemancrr- 
' '■ ■ • # 'I - . - ■ 

why faith, adds he, I believe it is 

. » 

from below ftairs. — :The dpdtor then 

■ ■ - " - • • 

defired to know the. day of. his na* 
tivity, and that he, would propofe 
,his queftion, — ;why you muft know, 
fays .the gay fpark, Aat I have a 
d — ^'d inclination to lie with: the 
wtfe.pf a particular friend of mine, 

but 
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• be attended .witlx any , yb wi fionifi? 
.queoces.. — I,nieaai qontittWR .Jje, . 

whether I: fliQul^rl^ obliged, to, fight 
in this ,cajk pv, not ? ,for ,thpugh. I- 
would 5iot have you ^tiyink.tpe ja. 
coward, ycit I flioul4...not cbwfe^.to^ 
draw my fword qpQU a\y fjris^rd^f^ 
The dodlor, after l.Qoldng over., his 
book^ and. ^i^king a number of 
hierogiyphicks as ufual, told., hin^^.. 
ihit though thp hu&and,. would 
know his diflioriQur!, , yet he 'might, 
be affured no bad confequences- 
would eiifue to hifri; for that it. 
yit6\x\i'GtAY^fnaU%i^^^^ unhappy 
'^Hng Bis life ; the 'Ibn of Mar^;>, 
continued Sable^ was extremely 
iwrll fatisifyed with this anfwer, 
uihd departed, in '•allpribabilitfrto 
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o£,,a 4n^ Agw^, next entered^ ^n4 
after '^nfwfixing Xhe.do^^qr.tb^ no- 
ceffary . q9ci|iQ.n.Ss ^ojd . .him flj^ 
wanted to ' &;iow when- (he fhouJd 
b$j .maTrieci-~?--what forf pf a,i»an 
/he fliojald have and how nxany 

children F-i-The cioflor^ after.con- 
fulting thp book qf knowledge," tola 
her, that it would" ^be ' fome time 
tiefore llie' wa^ roairried-^ahd that 
fhe tvould' marry an cM barofiet,, 
'whofe- title and eftatc fhe would 
ideem a fufficient comptnfation, for 
the facrifice of her youth and 

beauty, to ^ge and infirmity '5 

«nd that flic Would have two daugh- 
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ters by him^ both- which would be 
hoxvi v)ithtn a month after her mar- 
riage 5 and yet, adds he, your 
virtue will be unblemished. — Sir, 

fays the lady, this is the moft incon^ 

■^ • ■ . . ■ 

fiftent piece of iritcUigende that I 
ever heard; I hope 3^u don't 
mean to affrpnt me, adds Ihe lady. 
— ^The dqdlor replied, that what he 
had related to her, was but the 
cflFeit* of his art; what is* meant he 
declared was yet beypnd his know- 
ledge, but, pray Sir, fays the lady, 
does your art inform you that } fhall 
really have two daughters within a 
month* after my niiarriage, Vnd yet 
my virtue be unblemi(hed, — Ma- 
dam, fays the dodtor, it is really as 
I have related, bi)t Iwill take fome 
.pains to unravel the myftery — up- 
on 
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' on which he bcgari'tb make i nuiA- 
ber tif -ftrange figurfei, and the rt- 
fult ot his enquiry, he told the ladjf , 
was, that fhc would certainly have 

two' daughters within the time he 
had ^mentionedi' the eldcft of wTioni, 
he faid^ would be borti very fobn after 
her marriage, and the other with- 
in a month after ;' Vbu will be 
vcry^-liappy,- madant^ fays- he, iii 
the /-feift/ f<* you hufbaiid ^ill 
fpare nothing that his cftate, which 
^ill hot be very fraall, can admi- 
hifter for its gratification; nor 
will you, madam, fet any bounds 
to your inclinations to fupport and 
cheri{h it.- — But you will not be 
fo happy, fays he, in your other 
daughter, for (he will- be of art in- 

fatiahle 
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&tiabk di^)g^tJ9q,.aiid youpfa;v£(ham} 
will . do all in lu$ power ta fi^ti^y it^ 
hut , all his ende^ours. will only 
icrvc to. iiicr^2|fe its dcfir^. — ^Thc 
lady declared (he could not poffihljf 
underftand bim, and deiired if )xe 
a)uM explain hju:^ tl^tt hie wQuld* 

^7' he doftor aiifwered, ,what 

he had, told her he was convinced, 
would' come tjD^ pafs> and tljat.hef 
firf^ daughter's, name v^\d V^ 
Pr/^, and the other J^J}^ - i ■■ ;; ■ ■ ■ 
ypon this the. lady flew cu^ of rt|ie 
xooni,. fayipg,— he. might repent fhis 
treatn:ient% .. 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

. A little old gentleman with a 
white wig and rofy face, next en-* 
tered our ten^ple, and ; addrefTing 
himfelf to the doctor, told him, 

that 



4hat though he 4iad\ newcj placed 
any vieonl^encei iht oraolfis,: yet Hid 

iMv^^' five : ' ikiUiugs ^ and' half, > an 
Jieiir/ iri <:onftiIung him in a* thing 
h^^4fe6uld be^^tea -Iw UtiOW^TiM 

'Mm- in^'tefe^^befti irizm^^ liis- acC 

•would, admit. ■ The old ^gentleman 
4k\d9 ibat hie l^d' it>r immy 'yeai>s 
rtebn^^ii^cveiy diti^ tie could/ 
.fi4ree^a!!o#}hg^:himfelf tU^e-nocefla^ 
tits bf Hfe, that he tnight'kftve a lor- 
tune^ to bis foyi), fuScient to raife a 
p|»ne^ an4 tbcmgh he ^ bad boes 
ftigmafliiled by: mai^y -peopl^^^.with 
not kaviBg acquired, the fbrtckne 
he.hadr/byitj|ie f&iireft txtoan^j yclt 
be bfiUefed Jkl Ibad iJwayd Jutfft 
^ ;::.*/ within 



• V 



14* The Aj> V£NXVRi:3 cf a [ 

within the letter : lof the law i but. 
Sir, continues he, if I live fix (nontbs 
longer^ I flisill be able to leave :fi)j[ 
ion fifty thoufand /pounds; ^epe-- 
fore, I fhould be glad to know 
what courfe he will take, and whe* 
ther h? will fee much on. fhe ,|Ex-i 
change,, as I hav^ hjecn. — The dpc.:^ 
tor told him, his fon :W<;>ald follow 
JNewmarkei courje^^ where, fays hc^ 
he will exchange the greateft part 
of his fortune, for the i qualities 
of a jockey, and by tlie fiifne,,he 
is five and twenty, will exchange 
his liberty for a prifon, whete, con- 
tinues he, he will exchaf^e this life 
for another^ ?— vThe old gentlemain 
was preparing to femonflrate againft 
the decree of the ftars, but was pre- 
vented by the knocking of another. 

vifiter 
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Vlfitler at the dooh: and he Was con- 
doifteil dowii the i>ack Aairs, com-' 
plaining all the way of ^e part^n 
ality of ht/Sr4»:Xhc^ unyafk, diflril?u-f 
tiop of his fortiiiae, an4 m . prevent- 
ing him from feeing the ^J^ flone 
in the foMOdatioa: of a fafnijy. . ^ 

The violent knocking at the door 
which occafioned the fvfdden di(*- 
miflion of th^ .<4d sentiemaii) con- 
tipuqd Sablq^ was thp,. impatience 
of a lady, , whole dre& a^ apr 
pearance be^kc ihe was of qua- 
lity; ihe was a tall fine figure^ and 
her face ticquifitely beaiiKifuI ; her 
eyes were full of levity^ .and declar-* 
ed Ac loofeneis of her fodl : —On 
her entrance ihe told the doflbr, 
one .x)£ ills >^4^^/i2r had been left 

at 
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at her faouiei oaad- that t/be bad 
heard many people:) ^^^ak oEius 
gircat. knowledge, vrhicfa- induced 
her to ^3kt\fp6n bkll>*^Thc* doc-i 
tor poiitbly acknowledged ' the ho- 
nour (ttt did h»n, 4nd ulkered 
her to afeaft.' — Mv-^ i^whs^^ jbui 
iiame — fays this lady, I have bcca 
alrnoft' frfghfcd " to* '' death' theft* two" 
days, by the I6(s of a pocket t)ooE, 
which I* am dftud has beeri found 
by a cerfiin'pjBrfoh therefore 1 de- 
fip^ y6u • v^ telf *^r whiere' it^ is/ 
and' how I may reeovaii? it. — ■ The 
doAor, after hteving calculaited'the 
lady '6 riatSvity, and ^appdied Ml his. 

bdok, told hQr,:^ Artaijtctb a^mitle-^ 
man- (he had vifitdd^ had'fbund St in 
his. mailer's Ifid^chamieri andlbat be 
and feveral of bk x:o^[n;^aBibiitJWwe 

'•- at 
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at that time fat down to examine 
ihc cx>nteats of iu >-*— The lady 
faid fhe was glad it had not fallen 
into the hands of the perfon fhe 
was : apprehenfive of> bat de£ire4- 
to know if. he opliild tell her.whe*^ 
theif there was: a im^\ hook of ivo-% 
ry leaves in: it or not ? : The do(^:Qt^ 
told her, he would let her know/ 
the wj^ole contents in. a few mx-* 
riutes.- — -- Upon >¥«diicj[i he> bie^gaa: 
to msdce a great: variety of: ihconi^ 
preheniibk figures,* and la thacon^ 
clufion told thelady) in one of "the: 
pockets there was a* paper of car^^ 
mtnt^ and' ieveral forts- of powde^s^ 
in the: fecond^ there; wasi a Tmadl> 
lock oiiJiaxen>Ta)Ioidnd hair in^ lofeil 
in a* letter^ . wividi -was dated if rontf 
'' G the 
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the Temple y and contained paffic^uitc 
exprlefliens of the mod tender lovae 
and eternal conftancy, v^ith -an ac- 
knowledgment of favours in the 
moft delicate terms. — The lady 
tdd the ' doGoi* tho-e w^as no He- 
ccflity for his being very . particular, 
the dodx)r proceeding faid, there 
^was a picture in miniature ^f an 
ofHcer, concealed under a pocket 
lodking-giafs, . wth feveral tender 
billet-doux addrefled to Amaryllis^ 
which had been flipt into her lady- 
ihip's hand^ in the fame pocket,^ 
continues he» th^reis a miniature of 
a certain nobleman which was giv-- 
en. to your ladyfliip upon your mar^ 
riage^ well, hang the pidlure and 
the original too^ fays the lady^ is 

the 
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the book with the ivory leaves there ? 
I fliall inform^ your ladyfhipprefent- 
ly, replies the doftor :*~^In another 
pocket, there is a coUedtbn of 
^urimspfglures m India paper ^ given 
to your ladyfhip by the gentleman 
who gave your ladyfliip the lock of, 
h^r, anil artfully concealed in a 
fmalt almanack book : —Here the 
lady bluihed and told the dodor, fhe^ 
defined' orily fe know if the book 
fheVinentionfed was there. ——The 
doiSbr begged a moment's patience ; 
-T-in a private pocket, continues 
he, there lis a . fm all viol pf red; 
liquor, : and in another private poc- 
ket, there is a number of appoint- 
ments to meet in a wood in Ken>. 
fingtoh gardens, ;iand varioHS other 
-" G % . places, 
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places^. aiEid .1 iinall book of ivotf 
leaves^ CQiK^ing* a> (hort ax:cDunt 
of the art of intriguing, with a fe- 
1q& number of extraordinary, good 
excu/es in caie of fujpicioriy, and 
feme exoellent fdvos.i^ palf>flbU 
d^mmes^. wrote by yourrlad);dup's 
own hand^ and which is the book, , 
I prefume, fa3ra the dodor, your 
l&dyfbip enqiiired^ for particulaiiy 
fbr>-<»I^is/ anfwcctd the lady; mi 
ijow^pnty, fa}^ Ihe^ inform me how 
I can giBi it: hack again. — - The 
doctor anfweredr hre bdieved if her 
ladyfhip would advertifet it with, a 
hsmdfoHfe reward ihe mig^t recoirar 
it ; the lady declared /he would 
^ve ' any Aing for it, and putting 
Cwo guineas into the do&or's hand^ 

faid 
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laid fhe hoped flie might rely upon 
%is fccrccy ; the doctor alTured her 
(he might, and then condu^d her 
to a hackney coach waiting at the 
door for her. 

The next who came to confult 
the keeper of the book of know- 
ledge, continued Sable, was a young 
lady of a moft engaging counte- 
nai\ce, her naturalairand the tafte of 
her drefe, fcemed to vie with each 
other, in rendering her an objedt of 
love, — > if it was poffible for envy to 
have fixed iipon any thing that 
feemed imperfedt, it muft have 
been rather too much levity, which 
her eyes expreffed. This young la- 
^ dy having informed the dodor, what 

.G 3 he. 
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he required to know, (he told him 
ihe had three lovers^ who made 
their ^ddrefTes to her ', one, (he faid, 
was a gentleman of the law, ano- 
ther was a lieutenant in the army, 
and the third a gentleman of no 
profeflion, and defired to know 
which of them fhe fhould havej 
the do6tor having confulted his book, 
told her ihe (hould marry neither of 
thehfi ; the young lady was a good 
deal furprized, and defired if (he 
fhould have neither of thenf>, — 
to know who elfe would be her 
loK— I find, mifs, fays the doiftor; 
you will have feveral x)fFers from 
tradefmen, whom you will rejeft; 
for though you have no fortune, 
yet you will adhere to your darling 

hopes 
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hopes of marrying a gentleman, 
but you will be deceived inr your 
expe3atiofis# I' have always been 
told, fays the lady, by people^ of 
your profeffion, and that by more 
than one, that I (hould be marry- 

ed to a- gentleman •:. ^Thofe who 

have told you fo, repjies the dodtor, 
deceived you j they have injured 
many young people, adds he, by 
flattering the paflions of the credu- 
lous, which has mfluenced the 
condudt of- weak pec^le, and laid 
. the foundation of their ruin. — Sir, 
fays th§ lady, I believe it is a max* 
im 2imong{i. Fortune-teilers^ tofpeak 
ill.of every one in the profeffion be- 
fides themfelyes, but Sir, adds fhe^, 
you have not told me who J am 

G 4 to 
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it attentively, I faw her cheeks 
glow with indignation, and throw- 
ing the paper down, left the room, 
pronouncing as fhe went — an Hof- 
pital indeed ! 

The firft appearance of this young 
lady, fays Sable, revived in me 
the fenfations of my youth, and I 
muft confefs my heart was great- 
ly interefted in her fate ^ but the 
information of the dodor filled 
me with great anxiety, though I 
hope his prefages will prove his 
knowledge not infallible. 

A lady far declined in the vale 
of years, next entered to confult 
the ftars : The fame of your great 

knowledge 
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knowledge in the my fteries of fate, 
fays this antiquated lady, hath 
made me refolve to . wait upon you 
in an aiFair that concerns me very 
nearly : The dodtor aiTured her, 
that as far as his knowledge extendi 
ed, h]e would anfwer any thing 
£Iie was defirous of knowing: Sir, 
fays the lady, I have a fortune of 
twenty thoufahd pounds, and am 
yet a virgin 5 but, adds (he^ I 
have thoroughly, confidered the 
defign and end of marriage, and 
am now convinced that it is an 
inftitution calculated for the. mutual 
benefit of both fexes. The fcrip- 
ture too, continues fhe, inftrudls^ 
us to aflbciate together fo^ the pro- 
creation of our ipecies, and there- 
fore 
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fore I am now refolved to com- 
ply with the didatcs of die divine 
law and the call of nature — (I itiuft 
confefs, fays Sable> I was a gbod deal 
. furprizcd to hear a woman, who 
feemed to be not far diflant from 
what is called the grand climadte- 
rick of her age, talk of the procre- 
ation o^ her ipecies in* this manner> 
and of her refolution to follow the 
call of natufe) Your fentiments>. 
madam, fays the dodtor, are certain- 
ly right, and I have chofen, fa3rs 

this wrinkled old lady a proper, 
young Gentleman' to partake of con- • 
jugal felicity with me, and by whom 
I may fulfil the divine command: 
Undoubtedly, madam, fays the doc» 
tor, a young man is more proper 

for 
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for fuch cafes than a man of your 
own years : I think fo indeed,- Sir, 
fays the lady,* though I believe I 
fhould have children by al moil any 
man ; for I am pf a very Jruitful 
family, nor am I,* continued fhe, 
fo old as perliaps you may imagine 
me ; -—but. Sir, fays fhe, my bu- 
finefs with you, is to know whether 
I fliall receive any ill treatment 
from him, how many children I 
fhall have, arid whether my /;7/^»//- 
ons will be thoroughly nnfwered by 
marrying this young ^gentleman, fol- 
I am refblved upon that, drid the 
marriage writmgs are btfpoke. Ma- 
dam, fays the doftcg, I will refolve 
you prefently ; upon which he turn- 
ed to bis book, tind after- dtffitig the 

' riiecd&fy 
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neceiTary figures for informatiofty 
told the lady, fhe might depend 
upon receiving no male^treatment 
from her intended fpoufe. : that all ^ 
her rea/ona^le cxpQ&^itions would he 
anfwered, fuch as haying the ere-- 
dit of one of the handfomeft men > 
in town for her liufband, keep .what 
company ihe pleafed, go where fhe : 
pleafed ; and in fhort, do what fhe 
pleafed, as fhe did before niarriagf » 
for that her husband would never 
trouble her about any thing N-But,Sir, 
fays the lady, you don't fpeak of the 
other comforts I fhould cxpedt, and 
which was my chief defign in marii^ 
age.'-- All the^pther comforts of mar- 
riage, Madam, fays the dodor ; you 
will receive by Proxy. — Proxy, Sir ! 
fays the lady, what do you mean f 

Why, 



i 



BLACK COAT. 159 

Why, madam, replies the dodlor, 
you will enjoy your hufband's com- 
pany, at bed and board by Proxy\ 
bear children by Proxy : Don't tell 
me. Sir, interrupted this ancient 
virgin, of beaming children by Proxy ^ 
1 look upon myfelf as capable 
of bearing Children as any young 
girl whatever, and. affure you. Sir, I 
£hall not delire . ^ny one to bear 
them for m§, and:f9. Sir, your fer- 
vant, and immediately hobbled 
down ftairs repeating frequently as 
ihe went, the word Proxy. 

• • - . ■ 

And now, myifon, continues Sa- 
ble, to his gay companion, I believe 
I have related to you - all the oc- 
currences, th^t are worthy your at- 
tention, during iny ftay with this 

fortune- 
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fortune-teHers were I to give you a] 
detail of every particular peribn*s 
defire, whofe fknplicity or curiofity. 
brought them to our nofturnal 
tcmj^le, it would take up more time, 
than I fear I have 36o continue with- 
you, nor woUld^it*' be either enter- 
taining or inftrudtivp to you, but 
rather the v4ft nurilbeirs of people,, 
of all ranks, who came to enquire 
how fat theycand their trivial con- 
cerns were the peculiar care of the 
ftars, would create in you a mieaii 
opinion of the wifdom of the in- 
habitants of this town.— The truth 
is, continued Sable^ the particular 
difpofition of the people of this 
metropolis, to credit the mpfl ab- 
furd and impoflihle performances^ 
stfrfien undertaken by i%r^/^^i, is 

one 
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oiie of their chief chara(fterifticks ; 
and the preference and encourage- 
ment given ta Foreigners of all de- 
nominations, who come here, as 
ta the Land of Promife, to feek 
their fortunes, enables, them to re- 
turn and purichafe eflates in their 
own country, whofe produce is e- 
qual to the revenue of many Prin- 
ces; and I have :heard' it ^id, thi|it 
diere ' is at this day , a moil: fupeii> 
and magliificent houie^ or rather 
pakce, in Italy, Which Was built 
by a famous eunuehj who refided 
here fome time ; on which he has 
wrote on feveral cohfpicubus places^ 

ENGLISH FOLLY;- 

You will naturally afk, fays Sable, 

what the excellence, of thcfe ftrolr 
lers confifts in ; — in an. exceeding 

acut5 tafte, continues he, in the 

choice 
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choice of the mo(V debilitating plea^ 
furef, that can rfixuler the ^ mind- 
mean and contemptible; and as 
there are always^ people who make 
a buiinefs of pleafure^ thefe pan- 
ders are at hand, ready to admini*- 
fter to them> the fruits, of their 
knowledge ; fo tibat, continues So* 
ble, thofe who for half a fcore. of ^ 
years, haye. been under tutors, be- 
guming to reflrain the power of their 
pafHons, are in! a few momhs de- 
prived of the benefits they have' 
paid fo dearly for, both in time 
and money; and by liftening to- 
thefe purveyors of pleafure, give 
themfelves \x^ to every ignoble gra- 
tification, that can debafe the mind,^ 
or corrupt their fcntiments, 

SaUc. 
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Sable having indulged himfelf in 
exppfipg the iU confequences that 
refuU frx)m the , extraordinary en- 
Couragei7>en,t Fordgn^s receive to 
export then>felves among us, thus 
continued his narration^ 

The; retrailQr cf the events of for- 
tune, refunied Sable, having ex- 
hauiled al} his ftock of ^ knowledge, 
md tjie luTiit^d time, of his conti^ 
nuanceia :tbis cQetrppolis being ex- 
pired, he ^difpqfed of the utenfils 
belonging to his profeflion, fuch as 
a beard of a moft reverend length, 
a pair of globes, magic wand, &c. 
6cc. &c. to the manager of a ilrol- 
ling company, to equip feijeant 
Kite for an -Egyptian aftrologer ; 

but 
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near Red-Lion-Sqivare, where he 
afcended into a gairet. It being 
eveningt continued Sable, I had 
not an opportunity of forming any 
judgment of the profeffion of my 
niew owner, though I imiagined he 
was pither a great ^sconomifti or 
that poverty and he were joint* 
tenants' of the apartment; for 

upon the candle's going out (which 

• 

frohi a feeming affection to nriy 
unknown mafter, had long labour- 
ed to fupport life) he retired to 
reft, though very early in the even- . 
ing^». -t4-as ;foon as day-light would 
permit'! me, continued Sable» I be.* 
gan to take an inventory of 
the furniture ; which I found con- 
fined of an old mi&rable bed and 

bed- 
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'bed-ileady with a coverlet and an 
did blue curtain, which was fixed 
to the fide of the bedftead; ad- 
joining to the cafemem, a whitc- 
wafhed wall ferved. to keep the 
wind from intruding upoi> the pri- 
vacy of -the r^epofed gentleman ion 
the other fide, ahd aMb to receive 
that whifch Tome people of a phleg- 
matick conftitution, carry with them 
in their pockets. A tabk next pre- 
fented' itfclf, which feemed to la- 
ment the. lofs.pf a; flap, that either 
time,; or fomething elfe^ had am- 
putated from it, and which was teid 
acrofs a chairs the cane-Jbottom 
having given way j two other 
maimed chairs fupported them- 
ielvcs^ by leaning ^gainft' the wdl, 

one 



one of whiofa iiiAained me; the 
next were two deal boxes, which- 
occtipied a fotOth part of the room/ 
one of \<rhich wanting a' lid d it-' 
dofed a confu&d heap of papers, 
amongft wliich I Taw the crtrer of 
a letter directed to Mr. Stanza ;^ 
and laftly a fbelf that ran the length* 
of the rtxDm, on which lay one 
black pudding. ; 

From £tit letter and papers in die 
box, continued Sable, I conclud- 

« 

ed, I wasBow the proper^ of an aa^ 
thpr. Early in the. mornings Mn 
Stanza (that beingrmy owner s name) 
got up, and taking down the blue 
curtain, wrapt it about him^ ty- 
ing it round with agarter; fo tbat- 

it 
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it made a tolerable good morning 
gawn» waating nothing l>ut flceves^ 
and iitting domn to the table, he 
put the finiihin^ itroke to ^a pocm^ 
and then read it over with great 
fati&fa&ion. He next :pvpptaced ta 
oquip hknfelf to go ^out, .which; 
took ^p itihe befl; pait ofctvw hours;;: 
(including the cjbaningof has (hoes^). 
^nd pecfisnning ibme wrydextepous' 
opera^tipn^ on ihis ilockings) hosv^ 
ever, at .^eng^, Jl^ was dmft, :and 
ca^efiiUy folding up hi^ pooai put, 
it into his jpocket, mi ^et; recon- 
noitring th^ ftreet door t^ 
th^ CS^eraent, JalUediforth. : Near. 
Gray's-Jjin, io Holtei, t^o, jif^^, 
ftept up to him, and ^ne ,of th^m, 
whUpering him in the ear, ,inform- 

H ed 
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ed him of a piece of news,^ that I 
found by his . '* rueful length of 
face" was l rather ^ difagreeable to 
him> and thefe two gentlemen con*, 
duding him to a houfe in Gray's- 
Inn-Lane» I found the bard was 
undtir. an arreft, though I did not 
imagine a poet was within the jurif- 
di£tioh of any court,, but the court 
of criticiihi, or that he was liable 
toanfwer any plaint but what aroic 
within the province of Pamaffus. 
However Mh Stanza was left by 
his two companions under lock and 
key s but as he fbon began to re-* 
cover his fpirits; ^ I imagihed he in- 
tended fo renfiovd the plaint, and 
have his caufe tried before Apollo^ 

. but 



I 
I 
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but he was the next day, for 
want of b^l; removed to the Fleet' 
Vrifon. ^ 



» . . V .It 



-■ This jprilbni continued Sable/ 

tho* it is faid " to be the beft in 
the kingdom, is a moft fliocfcing 
place, the generality of the inha- 
bitants beihg thofe who have 
brought tbemielves here,' either 
by idlenefs or extravagance; and 
very few of thofe bring in With 
them any principle of Honefty or 
fenfe of ihame;, or if they do, tiiey 
generally get rid of fuch trouble- 
fpmc companions in a very fhort 

time ; moft of them divert refledli- 
on by .amuferaent, or drown • it by 

debauchery, which weakens the 

H 2 mind 
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sxiind to fuch a degree^ that they; 
icarce ever ajfter are. capable of 
refleiflion, as fomc colds take away 
the voice, which is never to be 
reoovered jagain s thoTe who are 
forced thither by misfortunes, £nd 
it difficult to. mountain their prin-; 
ciples ; fo naturally apd inq^per- 
ceptibly do w;e imbibe the fenti- 
mepts and manners of thofe with 
whom we are accuflomed to con* 
vecfc* 

One day being at the billiard ta- 
ble, which is permitted to be fet up 
here for the recreation of GenfJemen^ 
i recognized the perfon of my 
ingenious compan i on the fharper, 
who it tadSj had been excelled 

Ml 
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ki Kis- own w^, and outMrltted 
by a bailiff; I muft confcfs, ' fays 
Sable, if it fhould have happened, 
that I fhould ever have had be- 
cafiori to have enquired for xhh 
genius, I fhould have applied to 
this ^ place, if I had' not found him 
in the pfinted Rfgfffer of Deaths 
publifhed by the Ordinary of New^ 
gate : And it is more than proba- 
ble the latter willbe yet honour- 
ed with his name, — But to re- 
turn to my . fellow prifoner Mr. 
Stanza, who had, I learned, been 
in his youth a man of gaiety, 
and had with great facility run 
through a pretty fortune, and after- 
wards run through . the feveral 
characters of gamef!er, fortune- 

H 3 hunter. 



1 74 5r&^ Adventure icf a- 

hunter, and lharper> but with ve- 
ry indiflfcrent fuccefs^ and; h^d now 
taken up- the lucrative calling of 
a poet. The hard, continued Sar* 
ble, whofe happy diipofition wa$ 
fiiperior to f ate^ in two or three 
days, began to be reconciled to 
his fituauon> and applied veryclofer: 
ly to his profeflion, confuming 
much ink and paper ; and in three 
months, that I .continued with him 
there, he had written Aree a£ls of 
a tragedy, two afls of a comedy, 
almoii fini(hed a dramatic paftoral 
entertainment^ and drawn many 
charaders for farces» befides feve- 
jral poetical eflays, which firom the 
want of tafte in the publifliers, 
had been rejeded and lay dead 

upon 
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upoQ his hand s ^ but the publick^ 
will have the pleafure of peru- 
fing them in his >yorks, which 
he intends to publifh by fubfcription/ 
having already written thirty pa- 
ges of . a preface : add to thefe. 
cohtinuejd Sable, ho was an excel-. 

lent Handycraftfman^ and three 
t}raes a 'Week, furnillied the car- 
penters and joinfers of a certain pe- 
riodical-, work with eafy chairs^ 
woodm (poonsy &c. &c. &c. * the 
materials for which, he pilfered 
from: the ftbrehoules of fcveral emi-' 
n^nt Parnaffiah merchants, and 
fold as ne'W cut from the Fore/i of 
F arna[}m^ A^x^\\xg it over by way- 

■ ■ ? • ,' - 

♦ Vide titlea to feveral wooden pieces, ia* 
ftrted in Lloyd*s papers. 

H 4 of 
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fition of his dwam aking, — - You 
wiBr thiftk, contmiied. ' Sable, from 
^adlat i teave related to you cca* 
Gernih]g^Mr« Staisfza, that be was a. 
man of grcait eruditiic^i andgeni^ 
usf^ as well as inditflry and pcrfe- 
verance. It muft be cohfeiied^ fays 
Sable, that if he could not boaft 
{f^ much o£ the former^ as fome 
a&tbors, it is Certain diat he excel* 
led moft of them m Ac lat«r, fo 
that what was^^ deficient in quali^, 
was amply made up hj the quanti- 
ty ; and Uiough it noi^t be alledg* . 
ed againil him, idiat his labours did- 
not any way contributo to the im- 
provement of his readers ^ yet, fhould 

he 
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he be arraigacd by. fotncr. iil-na?- 

tured critick^ for not haying aa^- 

fwdred. the intention of his profef^ 

fion, he nfiight, with greaU pro-f 

priety, plead his Bead, as women at 

the Old Bailey^ &>nietimes in arrefl of 

judgment plead their ieU^ ;. and if the 

court ihould SxcQk a jury of criticks 

to enquire, if he had neither ivit 

or learmngy thcy^ would, if it was 

an impartial; jury, certainly return 

mn eft in^mtusi a^d^cons&qui^ntly; 
he would be difchM^d.* 

-• " > I ' • ■ . * 

■ I 

During diyabodis, coritimrtd .fi»». 
ble^ with Mr. Stani» in d»sr f epo^ 
fitory of vice- 9Xid{<Xtjj ilie banl 
had - conti^(5ted an: acquaintance 
witlr a tcftaiii'A quack, «Fhd-*ifrom 

- H 5 the 
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the length of time he had been 
here, and the vifible decay of his 
drapery, was become worthy obfer- 
vation» as ancient coins become 
valuisible by ruft and antiquity^ 
The bills of mortality too had 
long mourned his iabfence^ the num« 
ber of deaths being fenfibly di^- 
minifhed during thedodoF$ icclu- 
iion from the world. This gen- 
tleman^ continued Sable, had tried 
ihany fchemes to regain bis libera 
ty, but hitherto without efieft i 
at length he fell upon an expedi- 
ent, dxat. indeed* prorsiiied lio bet- 
ter fuccefs than any of the for-* 
mer; but the do<^or being of a 
difpofition not- eafily . difcouraged 
by difficQljty^ I\e refoIVed to put the 

trial 
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cf ; it Jqto execution ; accordingly^ 
he drew.. up an advertifenient> ad-^ 
. drejjid to unmarried ladies, which 
he put in one of- the daily news* 
papers, fetting forth, that a (In- 
gle gentlenjan of a good family, 
was confined in the . Fleet for an 
inconfiderable fum, and that if any 
lady who had a fortune fuffici- 
cAt to • enable her to live genteelly^ 
with the addition of the advertifer> 
prafiice in his profeflion> was . wil- 
ling to accept of a hufl?and,Nwhp 
would make it his -ftudy jto ; eyince 
his gratitude, he was willing- to 
change , bis ftatey and might be: 
fpoke with by any lady at tl^e lodge 
of the, ^leet-Prifon.— . This fcheme 
^as looked, upon (ihovijd it prove 

fuccefsful) 



fucce&fiil): byr ^isnepeopbri^as^ ex- 
changing^ a tenkjponiy cdnfiiiement 
for a perpetual ilaveiy ; — but the 
dodtor was on^ of thofe, who were 
oeitaia that locks and bolts were 
more difficuft to burfi afimder than 
the bomls - di ^matrimony, and 
in^ed, in the ^ dbdor's opmidn, 
there was no tie, either ; dhrine or 
human*, that wa^ half fb binding 
«s chat which Wa!S made of iron : 
he- lifeewife* knew that his- profeffion 
H*totil*enaMe him at any time j to 
get rid of a diAgreeabte wiftr, as 
^eB ay a troubrefdme patient. The 

"dodtor, as I hiintcd before, continued 
Sable, had received nwch" damage 
in Ms' wardVobe, and how CohftanC- 
1y made his* appibftrance in a tong 

mora- 
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ing gown, which fcrved inftefad of 
co« ' and waiftcoat, and feme peo- 
ple fcrupled nof to fay, for breeches 
too ; but that I had fome reafon to 
believe was not true 5 for, in order 
ta aid the fon of iEfculapius in his 
matrimonial fcheme, Mr. Stanza, 
at the dokStor's requeft, configned 
me over to hin^ in lieu of the 
morning gown, that the dodor 
might be able to receive any k- 
dks who might apply to him, in 
confluence of the advertiiement, 
and I luckily fitted the doQor ex> 
l^emely well. — ^ The fecond day 
eft6r advertifing,' the doctor was 
called- dowft to the lodge, * and im- 
ittcdferteiy obeying the fummoris : he 
W^ iiitrochiced ta two young ladi»^ 

who 



1 8i The AtyyEmrttR^s-of »: ^ 

whom I foon -recollected ta be the 
fame who fat in the box with me at 
the play-houfe, when the (harper fo 
ingenioufly carried off the old gear 
tleman's rocqueleau $ tbefe Jadi^tf 
diverted tberofelves for fome time 
at the expence of the dodtpr^: and 
then left him, not a little chagrin-* 
ed at the firft difappdintment ; how* 
ever, he was. in the dufk of th^e 
evening again fummoned to the 
lodge, where he found an old la- 
dy waiting, for him, whom he pon 
litdy addreiSed : The ; compadl 
(houlders and promifing legs of the 
dodor, continued Sable^ drew a 
mpre.thail ordinary attention from 
this ancient lady,, and; iofiiienGed 
her &> muclf in his fayoiji;:, rf))at in 

a very 
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a very {bort time the match was 
concluded,* and every thing was 
fettled for the dodlor's departure 
the. facceeding morning, for 
which puipofe the lady gave him 
a bank note ; and left him overjoy- 
ed with his good fortune. The 
dodtor immediately went to Mr. 
Stanza, acq^uainted him with 
his fuccefs, and bpgged the bard 
would let him k^cp me, and fet 
his own price upon me. — This mat- 
ter was foon fettled, and I remain- 
ed with the doctor, who generoully 
made a prefent of the gown to Mr. 
Stanza. In the morning, continu- 
ed Sable, the lady caixjc to her 
appointment j and the do&ar after 
having taken leave of his jfellow 

prifbners. 
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prifoaera, handed the lady into a 
hackney coach, and immediately 
drove to the, temple of Hymen, 
and from thence they went a few 
miles out of town to celebrate * the 
nuptials, and in the evening came 
to the lady's houfe in Southwark, 
where the marriage, was confum- 
mated. The facility with which 
this marriage was condu<5ted, con- 
tinued Sable, did not, however, 
.ontftrip the eager wifhes of the 
parties to have it concluded ; the. 
hdy was perhaps ftimulafed by 
charity, and could not flecp, till (lie 
had rcTeafed a man of the dpdlor's 
figure from miferyj and' the doc- 
ftor, I fuppofei was no lefs uneafy, 
till ke had once mort an oppottd- 

nity 
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nity of circulating' his medicines, to 
the great emolafnent^ of his good 
friends the Undertakers^ whofe trade 
had languished very much during 
his long confioement. The next 
morning^, continued Sable, the doc- 
tor determined to fliew himfelf 

amongft hfs brethren of th^ faculty, 
and accordingly conducted me to St. 
Thoma?sf^3 Hd^kdl : here he was 
congratiflatcd hj his acquaintance 
upon recovering his liberty, which 
the doKftor received with an extra-* 
Ordinary good cbuntenance. Dur- 
ing .our ftay in the womens ward^ 
at the hofpital, continued Sable,' 
r recolkifted, amongft th^ unhajp- 
py <ireatures, the features of the 
daughter of Mr. 'Sirloin, wbd was 

io 
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fo well recovered from a Saliva- 
tion, as to cenvince me by her 
behaviouri that ihe w^as an aban- 
doned |>roftitute ; I was ftruck 
with furprize and pity, continued 
Sable, to fee what a wretched con- 
dition /{he was reduCed to, and my 
cenfure was involuntarily fixed up- 
on the' ill condudt of her parents^ 
but, chiefly, upon her n^other-s ill- 
placed pride, and filly expectations^ 
that fomething might happen : a vam 
hope, fays Sable, frequently indulge 

ed by weak people^ and indeed 
what has happei?ed to : this young 
'woman, is too often the confe- 
quence of. encouraging pride and 
folly in thofe who have nothing to 
fupport it. The doftor,: continued 

/ S able. 
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Sable having perambulated through 
all the hofpitals the morning would 
admit, returned home to his fpoufe, 
and in the afternoon, made his ap- 
pearance, at all the coffee houfes 
wiiliin the circle of his knowledge* 
The next morning, cohtinued Sable, 
the taylor brought home a new 
fuit of cloaths, upon which I was 
depofited in the wardrobe. And 
novTy my fon, fays Sable^^ to hi? 
youthful companion, I think, I 
have performed. — — ' Here Sable^ 
was unluckily. prevented from con^ 
eluding his adventures by the en- 
trance of a perfon, wHb took away 
White, the companion and audi- 
tor of the fage narrator ; but 'tis 
prejumed^ he had only a few words 

more 
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more to have entirely ended ; an 
as truth has prefided over our pel 
throughout the relation of thefe ui 
Gommon adventures, we are n< 
at liberty to fct down words th 
were really. never uttered J therefo 
we chofe to leave Sable's laft iei 
tence broken, rather than put dov 
any thing we have not author) 
for, as fome hiftorians do. A 
now, gentle reader^ we take 
leave of thee, hoping thou I 
received as much pleafure in. 
perufal of this delegable hif 
as the relation of it from the 
mouth afforded us. 

FINIS. 
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